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vi ADVERTISEMENT, 


the divine original of the gofpel, and the miraculous ener- 

getic influence of the Deity, difplayed in its primitive ef. 
tablifhment. The poifon is gilded, and offers itfelf asa luf- 

cious draught to the vicious and unwary. His admirers ~ 

need a monitor, at hand, todeter them from it ; or an anti» 

dote, to repel its noxious qualities, and reftore to fanity and 

to truth thofe who have incautioufly imbibed it. a 


THE polithed ftyle, the harmonious periods, the well- 
arranged and entertaining faéts of the hiftorian, have intro- 
duced his volumes into our univerfities, and 1 many pierala 
“ting and private libraries of this country. 


To, the patronage c of the friends of hi hiftorical truth, and 
of revealed religion, whether prefiding an and inftruéting at our 
colleges and academies, whether officiating as teachers of 
Chriftianity, or lending their aid, i in the privote walks of life, 
to its propagation, the Letters ‘of the learned, philofophic 
and catholic Watson, are prefented, The celebrity of a 
name, which has been ranked in the firft clafs of European 
literati, will commend the fubfequent pages t tothe perufal of 
_ thofe, who, unacquainted with their particular merit, feek 
the fociety and correfpondence of men crowned with the 
publiclaurel. The work before ts has been received with 
_-very uncommon applaufe in the native country of itsauthor, 
It was rewarded, ‘by the church of which he was a member, 
_ with his promotion to a bifhopric, the fun@tions whereof he 
has ably and feduloufly fulfilled. Tertepe fo much ufeful 
erudition has never, been difplayed, in fo few pages, in any 
_ @efence of Chriftianity hitherto. prefented to. the “public, 
- The addrefs to fceptical gentlemen, at the clofe of the letters, ae : 


claims their ferious and impartial perufal, ie = ’ es oe 3, 
not ey. Tk ee 


hf aes 
pet iy 


ADVERTISEMENT. i 


THe prefent edition has been committed to the prefs, at 
the inftance of fome; who, though not called by Providence 
tothe public defence of the Rztricton of Jesus, yet eftcem 
x shes Saas pee and a Pray for the diffem- 


Tiers volume will be found entertaining and improving 
to thofe who are ftrangers to Mr. Giszon, as containing a 
happy arrangement of fome of the leading arguments in fup- 


port of Chriftianity ; and of rational teplies, combating the 


fophifms and ungerérous infinuations which have been ut- 
tered. againft it, 


Tue readers and admirers of the hiftorian, will confider it 
as a néceffary and inftru€tive Appendix to the Deciine anb 
Favuor tur Roman Empire. It difcovers deep thought, 
and extenfive reading, and breathes a calm, a manly, a chrif- 
_ tian. temp per...The polifhe ed. ftyle of of Dr. Watson i is com- 
; pared by Mr, Cisz0 N himfclf to the fmoothnefs of the Ionie 
dialed, es eh OR DMeN 


But the fabsequent candid acknowledgment of the hiftori- 
an, who, in defending himfelf againft other antagonifts, decli« 


ned a public controverfy with oar pattie will ilo further 


obfervations unnecefi Bryn eenere benas 


ea cts 
: Was Dr. Watson gave to the public e Arozocr 
ROR” Curisti ANity, ina feries of letters, he addreffed 


#© them to the Author of the Decine AND Fartor THE 


ag 586 Ror MAN Ex ‘aed with Aae hie ees ; eT 


ane 


a ABOVERTISEM En-T. 


“ of his antagonift, or of himfelf, Dr. Watson’s mode of 
“ thinking, bears axliberal and philofophical caft ; his” 
“* thoughts are expteffed with {pirit; ahd their fpirit is al- 
““ ways tempered by politenefs arid moderation: Suth is 
“ the man whom I fhould be happy to call rhy friend; and- 
“ whom I fhouldnorblafy te all my antagonift. But the 
* fame motives wich might tempt me to accept, ‘or even to 
“ folicit a private and amicable conferente, diffuaded me: 
* from enterin g into a public controverfy with a writer of fo 
refpe€table a chara€ter ; ahd I embraced the earlieft op- 


«ce 


portunity of oxpreffing to Dr) Watsox himfelf; how 
“fincerely I agreed with him in thinking, that. ‘as the 
* world is now pollefied of the opinion of us both upon 
* the fubjeét in queftion, it, may be, perhaps, as proper for 


“us both to leave it inthis fate’ * 


* Gibbon’ Vindication of fame Pelfages agains! fevcval opponent. 


LETTER FIRST. 


Sir, 


idl T sia! Riven me ¢ much ir un 
eafinefs to be reputed an enemy to free en- 


quiry_ in religious | matters, Or as capable of 


being animated into. any degree” of perfonal. 
malevolence againft thofe. who ‘differ from 


me in opinion. — On the contrary, Took up- 


on the right of private. judgment, in every ae 
‘concern - refpedting God and ourlelves, as fu- 


perior to the controul of human authority ; 


and ha: e-ever regarded free difquifition, fe 


the bett means of illuftrating the doftrine, ee 


cftablithing the’ truth of: Chriftianity: Let 
Se eee the 
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the followers of Mahomet, _ and the zealots 
of the church” of Rome, fupport their feve- 
ral religious fy ftems- by damping-every effort 
of the human intelle€& to pry into the foun- 
dations of their faith; but never can it be- 
come a. Chriftian, to be” afraid of. being afk- 
eda reafon of the faith that is in him 3 nor 
a Proteftant, to be ftudious of enveloping his 
religion in myftery and’ ignorance;-nor the 
church of England, to abandon that modera- 
tion, by which fhe permits every individual 
ét fentire qu’ velit, et que fentiat dicere. 

Ir iy not, Sir, without fome relu€tance, 
that, under the’ influence of ‘thefe opinions, I 
have prevailed upon myfelf to addrefs thefe 
letters to yous ; and you will attribute to the. 
fame motive, my ‘not having given you this 
trouble oe I ‘Kad 3 moreover an expeCta- 
12 of i a os : “been oe 


Ri a the ee aha ‘more Perl of - 


attention. ‘Perceiving, However,” “that 

! laft chapters, the fifteenth: ‘in parti- 
your very. Jaborious ‘and claffical 
hittory of | t e Decline” and F all: of the Roman’ 


Rhee iS, wi es ia 
empire, had made “upon py an impreffion 


sp aa site : me i is “not 


, 
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not at all advantageous to Chriftianity ; and 
that the ‘filence of others, of “the clergy 
efpecially, began to be looked upon as an ac- 
quiefcence’ in what you had therein advanced ; 
I have thought it my duty, with the utmoft 
refpe& and good will towards you,\to take 
the liberty of fug ggefting to your ‘confidera- 


-tion, a few remarks upon fome of the paf-’ 


fages, which have” “been efteemed - (whether 
you meant ‘that ‘they fhould be fo efteemed, 
or. ‘not) as powerfully militating againtt that 
‘revelation, which | ftill is to many, push it 
formerly - was” 40 “Hie Greeks, foolifhnefs ; 

which we deem ‘to ‘be true, to be the ‘ib 


iia God wnio nena — one =the ‘be- 


Tevet. 

i 5 the “enguiry a what means the Chrif- 
‘tian: faith obtained fo ‘remarkable a viory 
over “the. eftablithed ‘religions of the earth, 
you ‘rightly anfwer, by the evidence of the doc. 
trine itfelf, ‘and the ruling providence of it its 
Author. ‘But afterwards, i in aff igning. 


aftonifhing event. five fecondary Tales: te 


rived from’ the paffions of the Nabe Ne art 


and he igttienal “circumflances of mankind, 
© infinuated, “that. 


Chriftianity, 


. | ASenoomebag “ 


4 WATSON’s APO dP or 


Ce ey PEs 


eae its way | in ‘the. wore gil a its” “ori- 
gin had been as. human as the means by which! 
you fuppofe it was {pread._ It is no wifh or 
intention of. rine, ‘to faften. the od um of this’ 
infinuation upon you ; he! fall {imply endea- 
your to thew, that the. caufes you. produce, 
are either inadequate to. the attainment of 
the end. propofed ; or that their ‘efficiency, 
great as you imagine, 5 was derived from 
other principles than, thofe-you have thought 
proper to: mention: | : 
Your fir caufe: is the’ infleible, andy 
if you may’ whe ‘the. ‘expreffion, the intolerant 
zeal of the Chriftians, derived, it is true, 
from: the Jewith religion, But “purified. from 
/ the ‘narrow and_ wnfocial fpiris, which, inflead 
of inviti , “ha a deterred the Gentiles. from 
as be lay of Mofes.”—Yes, Sir, we 
. zeal of the Chriftians was in- 


tae Rain me 


| her death, , no Lif fin or principalities, 


lex ble Pp diehige in “not “bale bs 
| he name. of Roa which. every: 
die ek Ue ae where — 
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‘where expofed them‘to perfecution; and which 
‘even your amiable and philofophic Pliny 
‘thought proper, for want of other crimes, 
‘to punifh with death in the Chriftians of his 
“province=+We are agreed too, that the zeal of 
the Chriftians was intolerant; for it denounced 
tribulation and angi if upon every foul of man 
“that did evil, of the Few firft, and alfo of the 
Bentile > h- would | ‘not tolerate din Chriftian 
“worfhip, thofe who fupplicated the image of 
-Cefar, who bowed down at the altars of Pa- 
| Banifing | who. mixed with the votaries of Ve- 
nus, oF wallowed in the filth of ‘Bacchana- 
Tian feltivals. fo Tae eRe Je 
Bur ‘though: “we are. thus fe See oy 
‘yetpee to the inflexibility and intolerance of 
‘Chriftian veal; yet as to “the principle from 
“which it owas derived, we are toto calo di- 
“wided in “opinion. You deduce it . from the 
 Jewith religion; I would ‘refer i it ‘to a more 
adequate and a more obvious foyrce, a full” 
-perfuafion of the truth of Chriftianity. What! 
think you ‘that it was a zeal derived from 
the: “unfociable | fpirit of Judaifin, which | ape 
Spired I Peter with courage to. upbraid the whole _ a F 
= of the Jews in the very ‘capital of 
. ms ey Ris: Judea, ie 
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Judea, with having delivered up -Fefus, with fe 
having denied him in the prefence of Pilate, 
with having defired a murderer to be granted 
them im his. fteady with having killed the Prince 
of life? Was it from this principle, that the 
fame apoftle, in conjun@ion -with John, when 
fummoned, not before. the dregs of the peo- 
ple (whofe-judgments they might have been 
fuppofed capable of mifleading, and whofe 
refentment they might have, defpifed) but be- 
fore the rulers and the elders and the {cribes, 
the dread tribunal of the Jewilh nation, and 
commanded by them to teach no more in the. 
name of Jefus ; ; boldly anfwered, that they could — 
not. but Speak the things which they had feen 

‘and. heard ?—they had feen with their. eyes, thay i 
had handled, with their hands the word of lifes 
and no human jurifdidtion ‘could. deter them 
from. being ‘faithful ‘witneffes of what they — 
had feen and heard. Here then you may per- _ 
ceive the genuine and undoubted origin of 
_ that zeal, which you, afcribe to what appears 
tome a Very. infufficient caufe ; and which 


the: Jewith tulers were fo far from c¢onfi- . 


dering as the ordinary effe&t of their reli-» 
gion, that they were euecedingly at a jofs 


| 
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how to account for it ;—now when they faw 
the boldnefs of Peter and Fohn, and perceived 
that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they 
marvelled. “fhe Apoftles, heedlefs of confe-_ 
quences; _ and regardlefs of every thing but 
truth, openly every where profeffed them-- 
felves witnefles of the refurrelion of Chrift ; 
and with a confidence, which could proceed. 
from nothing but conviétion, and which prick- 
ed the Jews: to the heart, bade the. houfe of 
Ifrael know affuredly, that God had made that 
Jame Fei, whom pe had crucified, ii Lord, 
and: Chr if, | Se 
‘ae MEAN. not ‘to reer ae satiauees of 
apoftolic zeal, as dire ‘proofs. of the. truth | 
of Chriftianity ; for every, religion, nay, eve- 
Je ‘abfurd fe& of ‘every © religion, has had | 
its “zealots, who have not {crupled to main. — 
tain their principles at: ‘the expence of. their, 
lives ; and we ought ‘no more 10° infer” the 
truth of Chriftianity from the ‘mere zeal of | 
its _propagators, than, the truth ORE Mahomet-_ 
-anifm from that of a T urk. ‘When a: man 
fuffers himfelf to Sight covered with | infamy, 
pillaged of his property, and dragged at. lat 
to the™ block or the ftake, rather than give 
up his opinion; the proper infefence is, not — 
. B 4 that. 


8 WATSON'’s ABROLOGY. 


that his opinion. is true, | but that he baa. 
it to be true; and. a quefion. of ferious: dif. 
cuffion immediately. prefents itfelf,—upon what 
foundation has he built. his belief ? This ig 
often an intricate enquiry “including in ita 
vatt compafs ‘of human learning ; 3a Bramin 
ora Mandarin, who fhould obferve a mif- 
fionary attefting the truth of Chriftianity with 
his blood, would, notwithitanding ». have a 
right, to afk many queftions, before, it could 
be expefed, that he fhould give an affent. 
to our faith. In the cafe indeed of the 
Apofiles, the enquiry | would be. ‘much. Tefs per - 
plexed ; fince it, would briefly tefolve ‘itfelf 
into this, whether ‘they were credible report-_ 
ers of fags, which. they themfelves profeffed 
to have fen : And it _would be. an ealy. mat- 
ter to thew, t at their zeal in. -attefting vy what 
they were certai inl competentto judge of, could 
not Proceed from any alluring profpea of 
world] * inte eft orambition, o ox from any other, 
probable, motive than a love of aie Boosts 
ets the credibility, of ‘the Apofiles? tefti- 
nony, » OF ‘their. competency, to. “judge of the. 
ae ia ph tt relate, dso not Row. to. be. | 
| the eben, sloth us Aimply Te,» 
Aptes, 


hes 


2 
SEER 
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lates to the principle, ley which their zeal 
was excited ; ; and it js 4 matter of real af- 
tonifhment to me, that any one converfant 
with the “hitory of the firft. propagation of _ 
Chriftianity, acquainted with the oppofition 
it every where met. with from the people of 
the _ Jews, and aware of the repugnancy 
which mut ever fubfift between its tenets 
and thofe of Jadaifm, fhould ever think of 
deriving the “zeal of the primitive Chriftians 
from. the Jewith, religion. aes 

_ Bots Jew. and Chriftian, indeed, believed 
in one. God, and abominated - idolatry 5 but 
this deteftation : of. idolatry, had it been un- 
accompanied. with the belief of the vefurrec- 
tion of | Chrift, . would | probably have been 
jut as. ineficacious in. exciting | the. zeal of 
the Chriftian ta undertake the converfion of 
“the Gentile. world, as it had for ages” been 
in exciting that of the Jev- But) fuppofing, 
what I think you have not. proved, and 
what I am certain cannot be admitted with. 
out proof, that a zeal derived from the Jews 
ifh religion infpired the firft Chriftians with — 


fortitude to oppofe themfelves to the inftitu. oe 


Bons aan Paganifm ; ‘what was it, that encou- 
3 Rica 
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raged them to attempt the cslnstertalins of their 
own’ couiitrymen ?” Amongft the Jews they met 
with no: fuperftitious obfervances of ‘jidola- 
. trous Titess 3: and. thérefore’ amongit t them could 
have no: ‘opportunity. OF 8: declaring and con-_ 
firming their zealous oppofition to “Polytheifm, 
or of fortifying by. frequent proteftations their ' 
attachment to the Chriftian faith,” “Here then 4 
at leaft, the caiife you have ‘afligned for Chrit a 
tian. zeal ceafes to operate ; ‘and we " piuft! 
look out for fome other principle: than a ‘Zeal 
againit idolatry, or we fhail never be able 
fatisfaGtorily: to explai thé ardour, with ‘which 
the Apofiles preffed the ‘difciples of Mofes, 
- to BELO is the difciples of Chrift. ' 

; x, docs a determined - “oppofition: tO, 
and. an open abhorrence of, every the minut- ty 
ef. pat” of an ‘eftablithed” ‘religion, ‘appear to. 
you: to ‘be the mioft likely. method’ of conci- 
Hating to. another: faith thofe who profefs it? 


: | Ths Chriftians;. you ‘contend , could neither 
mix | with: the: Heathens. 4a) their: “conviviat > 
7s entertainments, nor partake with them in the — 


eclebration - of their - folemn feltivals ; “they! 


3 éould: neither affociate with them in their hy= é 


-menzal, nor funeral: Tites.; 3th 1ey, could: foe : 
sass ite epee cultivate 


ay ng 
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cultivate their arts, or be {pe@ators of their 
thews ; in fhort, in order to efcape the rites 
of Polytheifm, they were, in your opinion, 
obliged to renounce the commerce of man- — 
kind, and all the offices and amufements of, 
life. Now how fuch an extravagant and in- 
temperate zeal as you here defcribe, can, 
humanly peaking, be confidered as one of. 
the chief caufes of the quick propagation of 
Chriftianity, in “oppofition to all the eftablifh- 
ed powers of Paganifm, is a circumftance I 
can by no means comprehend. The Jefuit 
‘miffionaries, whofe human prudence no one 
will queftion, ' were quite of a contrary way 
of thinking ; and brought a: ‘deferved cenfure 
upon themfelves, for not {crupling to propa- 
gate the, faith of Chrift, by indulging to their 
Pagan converts a frequent ule of idolatrous , 
ceremonies. ‘Upon the whole, it appears ‘to | 
me, that the Chriftians were in no wife in- 
“debted to’ the Jewith religion, for the zeal 
with which they pices the gofpel amongit 
Jews” we welll ‘as Gentiles; and that fuch a 
zeal as you Gefcribe, Jet its principle he 
what you pleafe, could never have been de-_ 
vied by any “human underftanding, as a pro- 
~ bable | 
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bable means of promoting . the,progrefs of a 
_ reformation ip rel igion, much lefs could it 
have been thought of, or adopted, by a few 
‘ignorant _ and ncenne&ed Men... 

Ix expatiating upon .this fubje& you have 
“taken an opportunity of remarking, that ‘* the 
contemporaries of Mofes and Jofhua had be- 
“held with. carelefs. indifference the moft amaz- 
ing “miracles—and that, ‘ja contradi€tion to 
every known principle of the human mind, 
that fingular people (the Jews) ) feem to have 
yielded 2 “ftronger and more ready affent to 
“the traditions of their remote anceftors, than to 
“the evidence of their own fenfes,’ "3 ‘This obfer- 
vation bears hard upon the veracity. of the 
-Jewith fcriptures 5 and, was it true, would 
force us either to reje& them, or to admit 

oe a pofition as extraordinary as a miracle it- 
~felf thatthe teftimony of. others produced 

, ff in the human mind, a a fixonger degree of con- 
sale / viion concerning | a matter of fa@, than the 
a. _teftimony of the fenfes. themfelves It hap- 


i pens however, in the Prefent safe, that we _ 


4 “are under no neceffity Ok, either rejeQing . 


ay Jewith {criptures, or of. admitting. fuch 
(an 1 abfurd Pofition ; 


for the ae is not. true, 3 
Ie les i : SS ieee 3 stile that - 


: 
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fat” the © contemporaties: 6 of Mofes and Jos © 
fhua beheld with -carelefs indifference, the: 

miratles related in the Bible to have deer 
performed in their favour. “That thefe mi-_ 


racles were not fufficient-to awe the Trae 
ites into an uniform obedience to the Theo- 
tracy, cannot be denied ; but, whatever rea 
fons may be thought belt adapted to ac- 
éount for the propeniity of the Jews to ido-~ 
Tatry, and théir frequent defeflion from the 

worlhip of the one ‘true God, a “ flubborn 


incredulity” - eannet be admitted as one of | 


them. ; 
ss men, ‘indeed, ites under {landings have 


Seon enlightened by the. Chriftian revelationy 


and enlarged by all the aids of human. learns 


ing ; who are under Ho temptations: to ido-« . 
latry. from without, and. whofe. reafon frou 
Within, would revolt at the idea of worlhip~ | 
ping: the infinite Author of the univerfe. unde 


ee 


any. created: fymbal ;—to, men who are. coms 


pelled, by. the. utmoft ‘exertion. of. their reas 
fon, to admit, as. ani itrefragable: truth, what 
puzdles. the frit principles: of alt: reafoning== 


the ¢teunal exiffence of an uncaufed Being ; 
epee: who are: a that they cannot 


ie aad 


give 
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give a full account of any one. phenomenon 
in nature, froth the rotation of the great orbs 
‘of the univerfe to the germination of a blade 
of grafs, withotit having recourfe to him, as 
the primary incomprehenfible caufe of ity 
and who from feeing him every where, om 
by a ftrange fatality (converting — an excefs 
of evidence irito a principle of difbelief) at: | 
times doubted concerning his exiftence any 
where, and made the very univerfe their 
God to men of fuch a flamp, it appears 
-almott an incredible thing, that any human 
being which had feen the order of nature in- 
terrupted, or the uniformity, of its courfe ful 
pended, though but for a moment, fhould” 
ever afterwards lofe the impreffion of. reveren- 
tial awe, which, they apprehend, would have 
‘been excited in their minds. But whatever 
effet ‘the. vifible interpofition ‘of the Deity 
ae have | ine ery: the» ee or 


petro have bee in, is sage Ss: Cry Moleas 
‘any, people under | heaven to efcape 


‘At: | eepcerein: digittuChen: impending over them, 


’ from 


7, A ¥ a5 


ro, 


ftp) Guaes S- See 6 -—- 
. 
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from the clofe purfuit.of an enraged and irrefifti- 
ble enemy, by, feeing the. waters of the-ocean be- 
coming a wall to themon their right. hand and ON 
their left ; they, would, I apprehénd,. be agitated 
by. ‘the very fame. paffions. we are told .the- 
Ufraelites, were, when they faw the, fea return~ 
ing to his ‘trength, and {wallowing up the hoft 
of Pharaoh ;- they. would fear the Lord, ‘they 
would believe the Lord, and they would ex- 
prefs” their faith” “and their fear by pe 
the ‘Lord They. wotlld not behold fuch’ 
great work with carele/s indifference, but tt 
Aftonithment and { terror ; nor would you be 
dble to” déte the” flighte® vefkige of’ * foubs 
Born ‘incredillity ‘in tHeit <n “of ‘gratitude: — 
No! length of “time would’ be able te blot 
~ from their minds‘the memory af facha tranf= 
a€lion} or induce a doubt concerming its Au- 
thor} ‘though futiife hungeti and .thirft might 
fale them eat oat for ;water and ready with 
“ defponding and rebellious importunity. <> 
_- ©\ Bur it wasenot at. the Red Sea‘only, that He 
y fraélites regarded with fomething more than a 
- barelefs:indifferencé. the. amazing miracles hick 
‘God had Wrought-; for - when the, law waside- 
a to’ them from! Mount wat) all. bos heen 
Subs a Rake Ag gel few, 


a " : ee 
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feo the thindering's, and the ghttings, and the 
nvife oft the tempeft, and the mointains frioking 7 
and when the people Saw it, they removed and ‘flood 
afar off, and they fad unto Mofes, Speak thou 
with us, and we will hear : But let not God t fpcak 
with us, Te off we dic2This again, Sir, i is the 
Scripture account of the language of the con- 
temporaties of Mofés and Jofhua ; andI leave 
it to you to confider, whether this is the dan- 
guage of. sfubborn, ine teliiy 3 and. corde ind if pe 
ference: me 
Ww E are told i in ‘Scripttre 100, ie whit any : 
of thé contemporari ies of: Mofesand | Jofhua. were. 
alive, the. whole. people fervéd the Lord; the 
invpreffion. which. a fight of. the. miracles; had 
ade; was mever effaced ; nor: the. obedience 
: which -mighit have been: expetted. asanatutal — 
-€0nfe juenee, nefifed,. till ‘Mofes and Jothwa, 7 
~ andy all: their: contemporaries, | ‘were--gathered 
unto o thei fathers ; i eine EES creme, _ 


fe ? wed ‘thes Lord: ‘al acaepaania 


ree oe elds tht outed fi oe 


+s as 


ge 


rok CHRISTIANITY. 


“Tam far from thinking you, Sir, inacquaint- 


-€d with Scripture, or defirous of finking the 
weight of its teftimony ; but as t'e words of 


the hiftory, from which you muft have derived - 


your obfervation, will not fupport you, in im* 
puting carele/s indifference to the contemporaries 


of Mofes, ot flubborn incredulity to the forefa- 
thers of the Jews; I know not what can have in- 
duced you td pafs fo fevere a cenfure upon 


them, except thatyoulook upon alapfe into idol- 
‘atry as a proof of infidelity. In anfwer to this, 


I would remark, that with equal foundhefs of: 


argument we ought to infer, that every one who 


tranfgreffes. as religion, difbelieves it; and that 


vevety individual, who in any community in- 
‘eurs civil pains and penalties, is a difbeliever 
‘of the exiftence of the authority by which 


they are. inflited. The fanétions of the Mo- 


=. Pp 


faic law were, in your opinion, terminated 


swith’ the. narrow limits of this life ;— in 


that particular then, they _ mui. have refem-_ 


shied, His fantions of, all other civil laws ; 3 nl e 


C 
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ral rewards, impelled by the oe fears of tent 
poral punifhments with the reft of mankind, 
fhou'd have been fo fingular in their conduét, 
as never to have. liftened.. -to, the clamours of . 
paffion Delore the fill voicé of Tea ce as never 
ito have preferred a prefent gratification of fenfe, 
in the lewd celebration of idolatrous rites, be- 
; fore the rigid obfervance of irkfome ceremo- 
‘nies. 

Berore I pee you from the trouble of 
this letter, I cannot help obferving, that I could 
have wifhed you had furnifhed your reader 
; with, Limborch’s anfwers to the obje@ions of 
i the Jew Orobio, concerning the perpetual obli- ; 
gation £0 the Jaw of Moles ; eke Have indeed | 


— note; but hou you have frudioutly put nee 
a a of the ees Chriftians in the 
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cur learned divines has abundantly ‘explained 
the ambiguous language of the old Teftament, 
and the ambiguous conduét of the Apoftolic 


teachers.”” It requires, Sir, no learned induf? — 


try, to explain what is fo obvious arid fo ex- 
_prefs,that he whortinsmay readit: The language 
of the old Teftament is this; Behold, the days 
come, farth the Lord, that I will make a new cove- 
nant with the houfe of Lfrael, and with the houfe of 
Judah ; not according to the covenant that Imade 
with their fathers, in the day that I took them by 
the hand to bring them oiit of the land of Egypt: ~ 
This, methinks,.1s a clear and folemn declara- 
tion, there is no ambiguity atall in it, that the 
covenant with Mofes was not to be perpetual, 
but was in fome future time to give way to a 
new covenant. I will not detain you with an 
éxplanation of what Mofes himfelf has faid upon. 
this fubjeé 5 but you may try, if you pleafe, - 
whether y you Can apply the following declara-” 
tion, which Mofes made to the Jews, to any — 
prophet or fucceffion of prophets, with the fame — 
propricty that you can to Jefus Chrift ; i 
Lord thy. God will raife up unto thee a. Prop. 
from the midft of thee, of thy brethren, like 1 
me ; unto him fhall ye hearken. If you ‘think th: 
. C2 ambiguow 
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ambiguous or ob{cure, I aotiten,, "That it is not 
a hiftory, but a prophecy ; 3 and as fuch unavoid- 
ably liable to fome degree of obfcurity, till i in- 
terpreted by the event... ee 
Nor was the condu& of the Apailes more 
ambiguous, than the language of the old Tefta. 
ment; they did not indeed at firft comprehend 

the whole of the nature of the new difpenfation; 7 

and when they did: underftand it better, they 

did’ not think proper upon every occafion to 

_ ufe their Chriftian liberty ; 3 but with true Chrif- 
tian charity, accommodated themfelves in mat-_ 
ters of indifference to the prejudices of their. 
| weaker brethren. But he who changes his con- 
dua with a change of fentiments, proceeding 
fr on increafe of knowledge, i is not ambigu- — 


Ipable idibiticioy. who ina matter of the 
rtance: Gide wie to. waibegag oe en 


dink: PS th a a sae ibe a) 
Peete to ihe, pulonty:: of gate 4 


ondu&t ; nor fhould he be accufed: 
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from his account of the creation, of the patri- 
archs, of the law, and of the attributes of the 
Deity : I have not leifure to examine, whether 
the Gnoftics of former ages really made allthe ~ 
objefions you have mentioned. I take it for 
gtanted, upon your authority, that they did : 
But I am certain if they did, that the Gnoftics 
of modern times have no reafon to be puffed up 
with their knowledge, or to be had in admira- 
‘tion as men of fubtle penetration or refined 
erudition ; they are all miferable copiers of 
their brethren of antiquity ; and neither Mor- 
gan, nor Tindal, nor Bolingb roke, nor Voltaire, 
have been able to produce fcarce a fingle new 
objeftion, You think that the Father: shave not 
properly anfwered the Gnoftics. % ‘make 1 no 
queftion, Sir, you are able to anfwer them to 
your own fatisfa€tion ; and infors ed of every 
thing that has been faid by our induftri 
upon the fubje&: And we ‘fhould | 
glad, if it had fallen in with yo 
adminiftered together with the” 01 
dote ; but fince that is not t ’ cathe Te itsaee 
“malignity fhould {pread too far, I muft ju ju ft men- eee 
tion it - ote henge igi that A oo Meare 


> - ef ‘ 
4 { Ms 3 
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pve: “siven a alls ae as eee earne¢ mea 


one of the reijedons which oe hve derived 


from the Gnoftic herefy. wha 
Hie bc cguuaram hatone mee die 3 


ee teh _ 


ee: 


LETTER SECOND, 


S18) 


i E. do€trine of a future 
life, improved by every additional circum- 
ftance which could give weight and -efficacy 
to that important truth,’”’ is the fecond of the 
caufes to which you attribute the quick in- 


creafe of Chriftianity. Now. if we. impartially 


confider the circumftances of the perfons, to 
whom the do@rine, not fimply of a future life, 


but of a future life accompanied with punifh- 
ments as well as rewards ; not only of the im- 
mortality of the foul, but of the immortality of 


the foul accompanied with that of the refur- 
re€tion, was delivered; I cannot be of. opinion 
that, ab{traéted from the fupernatural tellimony 
by which it was enforced, it could has ¢ 
with any very extenfive reception amor 
them. ee 


C4 — Ieee 
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.-Ir was not that kind of future life, which 
they expe&ted ; “it did not hold out to them the 
punifhments of the infernal regions, as aniles 
fabulas: To the queftion, Quid Sf poft mortem 
maneant anim ? they could not anfwer with 
Cicero and the philofophers,—Beatos effe con- 
-cedo ;—becaufe there was a great probability, 
that it might be quite otherwife with them. I 
am not to learn, that there are paffages to be 
picked up in the writings of the antients, which 
might be produced as proofs of their expeting 
a future ftate of punifhment for the flagitious ; 
but this opinion was worn out of credit, before 

~ the time of our Saviour: The whole ‘difputa- 
tion in ans fir book of the Tufculan Queftions, 
3 other fuppofition: Nor was the 
he doétrine of future punifhments_ 
- writings of the philofophers, or 
e learned and polite; for Cicero, - 


ntius ; in this oration, you may 
: e makes great mention of a very 
fellow, who had forged I know not 

Sy ‘murdered I know not how 
i Many 
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many wives, and perpetrated a thoufand other 
villanies ; yet even to this profligate, by name 
Oppianicus, he is perfuaded, that death was 
not the occafion of any evil.* Hence, I think, | 
we may conclude, that fuch of the Romans, as 
were not wholly infeéted with the annihilating 
notions of Epicurus, but entertained (whether 
from remote tradition, or enlightened argu- 
mentation) hopes of a future life, had no man- 
ner of expeétation of fuch a life, as included in 
it the feverity of punifhment, denounced in the 
Chriftian fcheme againft the wicked. 

‘Nor was it that kind of future life, “which 
they wifhed ; they would have been glad enough 
of an Elyfium, which could have admitted into 
it men who had fpent this life in the perpetra> , 
tion of every vice, which can debafe and pol- . 
lute the human heart. To abandone r 
ducing gratification of fenfe, to pluck u 
latent root of ambition, to fubdue every | 
of revenge, to diveft themfelves of every ir | 
ferate Ec Habits in which their glory nd 


* Nam nunc. ‘quidem quid tandem ‘mali ili m 
nifi forte ineptiis ac fabulis ducimur, ut exiftim 
inferos impioruin fupplicia perferre ; ac plures illic 
diffe inimicos quam hic reliquisle—que fi falfa a 
omnes eaten &e, ane 
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pleafure confifted; to do-all this and more, be- 
fore they could look up to the doétrine of a fu- 
ture life, without terror and amazement, ‘was 
not, one would think, an eafy undertaking ; 
nor-was it likely, that meny ‘would: forfake the 
religious inftitutions of their anceftors, fet at 
nought the gods, under whofe aufpices the Cap- 
itol had been founded, and Rome made miftrefS 
of the world, and fuffer themfelves to be per- 
fuaded into the belief of a tenet, the very men- 
tion of which made Felix tremble, by any thing 
lefs than a full convidtion of the fupernatural 
guthoripy. of thofe who taughtuit.: 

» Tus feveral {chools of Gentile iphilofophis 
had difcuffed, with no {mall fubtlety, every ars 
. which, reafon, could fuggeft, for and 
ft th penorality, of the foul ; naplatiols 


& Be ; 
corporal. Eame: sone ei ee ee 
a and refolved at laft into we undif- . 


- qwontaliys ‘t 


act 133 Be “ 
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mortality ; that this corruptible should ever. put 
on incorrupsion, is a truth fo far removed from 
theapprehenfion of philofophical refearch, fo dif- 
fonant from the common conceptions of man- 
kind, that amongft all ranks and perfuafions of . 
men it was efteemed an impoflible thing. At 
Athens the philofophers had liftened with pa- 
tience to St. Paul, whilft they conceived him 
but a fetter forth of ftrange gods ; but as foon as 
they comprehended, that by the avasacis, he meant 
the refurre@&ion, they turned from him with 
contempt. It was principally the infifting upon 
the fame topic, which made Feftus think, that 
much learning had made him mad : And she quef- 
tions, how are the dead raifed up 2 ant 1, w yith what 
body do they come ? feem, by Paul’s fo icitude to 
anfwer them with fulnefs and precifion, | to have 
been not unfrequently propofed to him, by thofe 
“who were defirous of becoming Chriftians. 
Tue doétrine of a future life then, as promt 
ged in the gofpel, being neither a: greeable t totl 
expetations, nor corel with thew 


I can difcover no motive (fetting ahd th 
one, the divine power of its firft preacher 3) 
¢ould induce them to receive it ; and ine 
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: quence of their belief, to. cotifo tsa their. loofe 
morals~to the rigid ftandard of gofpel pu. 
tity, upon the mere authority of a few contemp= 
tible fithermen of Judea. _ And even you your- 
felf; Sir, feem to have changed. your opinion 


peta: the efficacy of the expetation of | 


‘a future life in converting the Heathens, when 
seh a in. the” one Behari that 


~-¥Ork CHRISTIANITY. “9 


fore I proceed to the examination of the effi- 
ciency of thefe feveral circumftances, in alarming 
the apprehenfions of the Gentiles, what if I 
fhould grant your pofition ? ftill the main quef- 
tion recurs, From what fource did they derive 
the fears, which converted them? Not Surely 
from the mere human labours of men, who were 
every where fpoken againit, made a {pcftacle of 
and confidered as the filth of the world, and the 
offscouring of all. things—-not furely from the 
“human EpaMerS: of igs iba ee deisate le 


: Naw. Sic a5 you a. we wi 
‘ ae expe@tation of the approachii 
2 she; worls- -which men think sink 1 “ ach. 


Gus of - Chriftianity. The ‘near appre 
a wk of this wpadentul event had pil en p : 
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prophecy and revelation,” That this Opinion; 
even in the times of the Apoftles, had made its 
way into the Chriftian church, I readily admit ;’ 
but that the Apoltles ever either predi@ed this — 
event to others, or cherifhed the expe@lation of 
it in themfelves, does riot feem probable to mie: 
As this is a point of fome difficulty and import- 
ance, you will fuffer me to explain it at fore. 
length. 
Ir mut be owned, that there ate feveral paf- 
in tl e writings of the Apoiiles, which, at - 


the firf wd teem to countenance Five sie eek 


my; and ete areal not, in thé participa’ 
tic : © of any bleflings, be inany wife behind thofe,** 

01 ould happen then to be alive ; we, fays’ f 
: pi ee Chriftians of sigan: tge or — 


whic 
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which ave alive, and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord, fall. not prevent them which are afleep'; 
for the Lord himfelf fhall defcend from heaven with 
a fhout, with the vorce of the archangelyand with 
the trump of God, dnd thedend 'inChrift fhall rife 
prft: Then, we which are alive and remain, fhatl 
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord. ‘In his epiftle to the Philippians, 
lie exhorts his Chriftian brethren not to difquiet 
themfelves with- carking | cares about theif térh 
poral’ concerns, from this powerful confidera- 
tion, that the Lord was at hand 5° let your moder= 
ation be known unto all men ; the Lord is at hand; 
—be-careful about nothing: The Apoftle to the 
Hebrews inculcates the fame do&trine, admon- 
a iffiing his’ converts to provoke one another to loves 


and. to ‘good: works ; and fo much the mores as ‘they é 


Jaw the day approaching. The age in which the 
Apoftles lived, is frequently called by the sm the 
end of the world, the laft days, the laft hour. I 
think it unneceffary, Sir, to trouble you withan 


explication of thefe and other fimilar texts. of 


Seripture, which are ufually adduced in fupport ‘ 


of: ‘your opinion ; fince I hope to be able to” 

give you a direé proof, that the Apoftles nei 
ther comforted. themfelves, nor “encouraged 

; others 
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others with the delig! htful dpe of feeing theit 
Mafter coming again into the world. It is evi- 
dent then, that St. John, who furvived all the 
other Apolitles, could nothave:had any fuch ex- 
pe@tation ; fince inthe Book of the Revela-_ 
tion, the future events of the Chriftian church, 
which were not to take place, tiany of them, 
till along feries of years after his death, and 
-fome of which have not yet been accomplifhed, 
are there minutely defcribed. St. Peter, in 
like manner, ftrongly i intimates, that the day of . 
the eee oe heer seen to “sa at seme end it 


ge Sie asec en ein not igno- : 

ele that one day is with the Lord 
arss and a thoufand years: as one 
is not pee? vamp his poate Ls 


in r Be 3 a ts ‘ax a 
e doubt, he sins not bask ‘ii ‘opinion, that the Lord 
a peaie come in his. time,’ “AS to St. Paul, upon 


er a ae . 


if ¥ 
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4 partial view of whofe writings the do@rine 
concerning the {peedy coming of Chrift is prin- 
cipally-founded ; it is manifeft, that he was con- 
{cious he fhould not live to fee ity notwith-— 
ftanding the expreffion before mentioned, we 
which are alive; for he foretels his own death 
in exprefs terms+—the time of my departtire is at 
hand : ; and he {peaks of his réward, not as im- 
mediately to be conferred on him ; but as laid . 
up, and refervéd for him till fome future day— 
T have fought a good fight, I have finifhed my 
courfe ; henceforth there is laid up for ‘me a crown 
of righteoufne/s, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day: There i is more- 
over one paflage in his writings; which, ‘is fo ex- 
_ prefs, and full to the purpofe, that it will put the 
matter, I think, beyond all doubt ; it occtirs in 
his fecond Epiftle to the Theffalonians + They, | 
ies {eems; had either by. imifreprefenting fome 
- parts. of his former letter to them, or by the 


preaching of fome, who had not the Spitit ee - 


truth ; by fome means ot other, they had been - 
~ted to ‘expeét the fpeedy coming of Chrift. and 


been ‘greatly ‘difturbed in mind upon that ac- ae 


ones Tore o. remove this ie, i writes $ to them aa! 


fais ‘ : Sone, ne: manner ; aoe 
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Mahner; We, befeech YO brethren. by: the. bined 
of our Lord. Fe fus Chrifis and. by our Eathoring to- 
gether unto him, thaé se. be not foon fhaken in minds 
or be troubled, neither. by, Spirit, nor by mond, nor 
by. letter. as 5 from Us, as that the day. of the Lor dis 
at hand ; let. mo man, deceive you. by any. means. 
He then goes on to deforibe a falling away, a 
‘oR soni psion of men betmigisit vaaaon whish 
a this parnes ne the @ man. ain lita ine 
of i iniquity, which i is. to be confumed with the 
“Spirit of. his mouth, deftroyed with the bright — 
Sia nels of his coming, we have every reafon to be- 
Tiere, i is to. I be underftood. the paft and. prefent - 
abominations. of the’ . church, of Rome. How 
nit be faid of Pauly who clearly forte 
! above feventeen hundred te 
peélad the coming-of the, Lord i 
> Estus prefs, Sir, Sadhu 
eophecy-and revelation, as.clofely 
leafe is; but let us, prefviit truly iandwe — 
saps; Andi: reafon. from: thenee, to, re- 
we InGianees- ~aiteligion: which de. 
ROPR ; LON: the ftrangenefs of which, 
en, foretold) in’ anequive oral — A 
ie Ney a iriendl to Chrif 
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‘ft witt produce you, Sir; aprophecy, which 
the more tlofely you prefs it, the more reafon 
you will Have to believe, that the fpeedy com- 
ing of Chrift could never have been prediéted by 
the Apoftles.. Take it, as tranflated by Bifhop 
Newton: But the Spirit foeaketh exprefsly, that 
in the latter-times, fome fhall apoftatize from the 
faith ; giving heed to erroneous fpirits, and doc- 
brines concerning demons; through the h ypocrify of 
liars ; hdding their confcience feared with a red 
hot iron; forbidding to marry, and commanding to 
abptain from medts,=Here yott have an vexprefs 
: prophecy—the Spirit hath fpoken it—that in 
the latter times—not ittimediately, but at fome 
- diftant period—fomte fhould apoftatize from the 
faith—fome, who had been Chriftians, fhould in 
truth be fo no longer—but fhould give heed to 
_erroneots ‘fpirits, and doétrines concerning de- — 
' titons : :—Prefs this expreffion clofely, and you 
may, perhaps, difcover in it the erroneous te- 
nets, and the demon, or faint worfhip of the 
church of Rome ;—through the hypoerify of 
ars >You recognize, no doubt, the prieft- 
| ‘hood, and the’ martyrologifts.;—having their 
‘confcience feared with a red hot i iron : sal e 
. Tous, indeed, ‘muft his confcience. be, who traf- 
: } sd 2 - fics 


aes 
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fics in indulgences ;—forbidding to marry; 
and commanding | to abftain from meats :—This 
language needs no prefling ; it difcovers, at- 
once, the unhappy votaries of monaftic life, 
and the mortal fin of eating flefh on fait days. 
Ir, notwithftanding, what has been faid, you 
fhould: {till be of opinion, that the Apoftles ex- 
pe@ted Chrift would: come in their time; it 
“will not follow, that this thei error ought in’ 
any wife to’ diminifh their authority as preach- 
ers of the Gofpel. I am fenfible this pofition’ 
“may alarm even fome well-withers to Chriftian- 
“ity; and fupply its énémies. with, what they . 
will think, an ‘irrefragable argument : The 
pei oS will fay, were infpired with the 
uth and yet they fell into’ a grofs’ 
" concerning 2 a matter of gates atk cl 


who ny teach he all digs aid eae = eae 
~ into’ 
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into all truth. And we know, that this his 
promife was accomplifhed on the day of: Pente- 
coft, when they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghoft ; and we know farther, that) from that | 
time forward, they were enabled to fpeak with 
tongues, to work: miracles, to preach the word 
with power, and to comprehend the myftery of 
the new difpenfation, which was committed unto 
them. But we have no reafon from hence to 
conclude, that they were: immediately inf{pired 
with the apprehenfion of whatever might be 
known ; that they became acquainted with all 
kinds of truth: They were undoubtedly led 
into fuch truths, as.it- was. neceffary f for them to 
know, in order. to their converting | the world to 
: Chriftianity ; but in other things, they were 
probably left to the exercife of their under- 
ftandings, as other men ufually. are. But t furely 
they might | be proper w witneffes of. the | ife and 


keaR joes a, 


| ‘refurretion, of Chrift, ‘though they w a “not 
acquainted with every thing, which might | 
been known ; ;. though In particular, “they ue 
ignorant of the precife. time, when our. ord 
would come to judge ‘the world. At can be no 
impeachment, either of their integrity as men; 
er their ability as hiftorians, or their honefty as. 


D3 tis sa “preachers 
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preachers of the gofpel, that. they were unace . 


quainted with what had neverbeen revealed to 
them ; that they followed their own underftand- 
ings, where they had no petter light to guide 


them ; -fpeaking from — conjefture, when they 


could not {peak from certainty; of themfelves, 
when they had no commandment of the Lord. 
They knew but in part, and they prophefied k but 
in part ; and concerning this particular point, 
Jefus himfelf had told them, juft as he was about 
' finally to leave them, that it was not for them ta 


Rnow the times and the feafons, which the Father had 


put in his ° wn power, ‘Nori ig it to be wondered 
at, that the ‘Apoftles were left i in aflate oft uncer. 


ie: ou, ¢ either that the Speedy coming 0 of 
eChritt was never expeéted,. much lefs prediéted, 


SA 


1 ae fs particulay 
ye 


nate you Hee Rute quo. | 
but if I have been. fortunate enough to 


ay the Apoftless or that their miftake in. that aes. 
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particilar expeation, tah ih f6 dévreé aiming 
ith the general weight of theif teftitnony as hit 
torians, I fall not be forry for hee ena 3 ay 
have occafioned you. ) 
“Tue do&rine of the ‘Millennium, 3 is the fe. 
cond of the circuniftances which j you produce, 
as. giving weight to that of a future ftate; and 
you reprefent this do€rine as having beea 
‘6 carefully inguleated by a fucceffion of the | 
fathers, from Juftin Martyr and Trenzus ‘down 
to La@antius ;” and obferve, ‘that. when % the 
edifice of the. church.w as almoft completed, the 
temporary. fupport was laid afide ne and i in the 
notes, you refer Usy, as a _proo £ of what you ads 


mighua? os ee 


ere, EPact Treneus, the ween of Papias 


eis? 


fecond Midsgie of Jutin with Poke “ My : 
_. I wisn, Sir, you. had turned. to. Eafebiue, 

for the charafter of this ‘Papias, who ha ecn 
athe Apoftle St. _Jobn you would ‘there, have. 
found. him reprefented ; as. Tittle better that a 
scredulous old woman ; very. averfe from Tead- 
ang, but mightily given to. picking up ftories 
and traditions next to fabulous ; ; amongtt which - 
Eufebius reckons this of the Millennium. one.” 
7 ‘Bor i Is nik: I apprehend, quite certain, ‘that Pa~ 
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pias ever faw; much lefs difcourfed, as feems ig 
be infinuated, with the Apoftle St. , John. Eu- 
febius thinks rather, that it was John the 
prefbyter he had feen.. But what if he had feen 
the Apoftle himfelf ? many a weak-headed man 
had undoubtedly feen him, as well as Papias + 
and it would be hard indeed upon Chriftians, if 
they were compelled t toreceiveas apoftolieal tra- — 
ditions, the wild reveries of antient enthufiafm,, 
or fuch crude conceptions of ignorant fanata- _ 
cifm, as’ ‘nothing but: the ruft of ey can . 
render venerable. ty tp ea Gee Le 
GUN: to the works of Juftin, the very Dialogue 
you refer to. contains a: “proof, ‘that t € doc- 
trine ¢ of ‘die’ Millennium had” not, even in his 


* Juftin, in Pk the pais propa by Tr ry 
pho whether the Chriftians believed the dof€trine of © 
pe the 


- 


es, 


Wm 
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note you obferve, that it is unneceflary for 
you to mention all the intermediate fathers 
. between Juftin and La@antius, as the faa, 
you fay, is not’ difputed. Ina man, who has _ 
read fo many books, and to fo good a. pur- 
pofe, he muft. be ¢aptious indeed, who can- 
“not €xcufe. {mall miftakes: That  unpreju- 
diced regard to truth, however,, which is the ~ 
great charaéteriftic of every diftinguifhed hif. _ 
torian, will, I--am perfuaded, make you thank 
me for. recalling to your memory, that Ori,” 
gen; the ‘moft Jearned of all: the fathers, and 
Dionyfius, bithop of Alexandria, ufually for 
his _ immenf{e. erudition Jfurnamed the Great, 
were. both of them prior. to Lagtantius, and 
both of. them: impugners of the Millennium 
soaring. Look, ce into Mofheim, or al- 


etme cette atk eS. Packs Ke 
fe Mea a 
ne Athen git fays, eae ey “ot aes ate ob tye 
(PAV UE ARO “MBOAAoL © TeLvTx Peove nev, ws: 


mavrws emisaste, 
T8T0 yerngopstioy. TloaAss D av, noe Tov rns KAOAPAE KAI EYZE- 
‘BOYS. ovT ay Xeisscevay. “FNOMHE Tero un ey vssgiCesdy eonnavae ‘Cbs, 
‘The note. -fubjoined. ‘to this paflage out.of Juftin, in 
‘Thirlby’s Ed. an. 1722, is, [Torres O ay xa Tay THs Kava- 
gus] Medus (quem fequitur Tillotfonus,, Reg, Fidei per. 
ni. fet. 9, p. 756, & feq.) legit rw # xs xabages. Ve- 
ementer errant vind. preclari. yuh 

And in Jcbb’s Edit, an. 1719, we have the follow- 
ing note: Do&trina itaque de Millennio, neque erat unt~ 
; verfalis ecclefiaa, Sater nec opinio de. ‘fide rogep ey &e. 
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mof any apriter: ‘of ecclefiaftical ‘hiftery ; and 
yoti will find: the oppofition ‘of ‘O¥igen ang 
Dionyfius to thig fyftem particularly noticed § 
Look into fo éommof ah author 9s Whitby ; 
and! it hiv beathed treatife upon this fibjeQ, 
you will’ find he has well proved thefe tw 
propofitiong ; firlty that this opinion of the 
Millénnium’ was never generally received iff 
the church’ of Chrift ; fecondlys that there ig 
no jatt ground to think j it Wag derived fron 


clude, that this Millennium do8rine (which, by 
the bye, though it he new modelled a4 


Phpke 


7 . ver 
vieeable Lsttesl ja the ‘eréétion of far’ mighty 
gushiaddes hich hi ed by th weight of its ; 

cb Sed d by the ‘elegance OF ite es 


deses deisbadielpeartikh Lak Os: 
a I R, 
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ges efteem sc the miracu- 
Jous powers afcribed to the primitive church,’ _ 
as the. third of the fecondary caufes: of the 
ee Growth of. SS ENSUNY T fhould be 
seed to ‘the primitive | hurch, but ati 
performed by the Apofiles, as the one. great 
"primary caule of the converfion of the Gen. 
tiles. But waving this confideration, Tet. us 
fee whether ‘the miraculous. powers, ivhich 
you afcribe. to the ‘primitive church owerelin 
any eminent degree. calculated to fptead the 
belief of Chriftianity ano a great ‘and a any 
enlightened people. PS aes . 
Tuer confifted, you. ‘telt lane oF. dice, 
infpirations, conveyed. fometimes in the form 
of a fleepings fometimes of a waking | vifion; . 
and were liberally Deltawed on all ranks of 
tiybecit the 
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the faithful; ‘on women as on eRigrs: on boys 
as well as upon Bifhops.” * The defign of 
thefe vifions, you fay, was for the moft part 
either to difclofe the future hiltory, or to 
guide - “the prefent adminiftration of the 
church.” You fpeak of the expulfion of 
demons as an ordinary triumph of religion, 
ufually -performed in a public manner ; and— 
when the patient was relieved by the fkill or 
ae fie 22 the exorcilly. ae Sone des 


nee fies hol. afk 


eftion to OM batty 


ayed ai as caer A to “the oe 
) shaver not popereth half 


, nor the ‘terrors ‘of. fer | ake 
| thunder, | 


) @ io ‘ > - * r 
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thunder, have been able to keep within her 
pale, even thofe who have been bred up in 
her faith ; how’ then fhould you think, that 
the very caufe, which hath almoft extinguifh- 
ed Chriftianity, amongft Chriftians, fhould have! 
eftablifhed it amongft Pagans ? I beg I may 
not be mifunderftood ; I do not take upon 
me to fay, that all the miracles récorded in 
the hiltory of the primitive. church , after the 
apoftolical age, “were: forgeries ; it is foreign 
to the prefent purpofe to deliver any opinion 
upon that fubjed ; but I do beg leave to in- 
fift upon’ this, that fuch of them as were - for- 
geriess muff in that learned age, by their 
éaly dete&ion, have. rather impeded, than ac~ 
celerated the progrefs of Chriftianity ¢ “And 
it appears very probable to me, that nothing 
but the recent prevailing evidence; of real, v un- 
queftioned, apottolical miraclés, gould have fee 
cured the infant church fiom being G8 
ed. by the, whieh were  falfely afcribed to to 


it. : 
“Tt is ‘not ‘every ‘man, ny who. can nicely fe- 
2 TE ees 


parate ‘the corruptions: of religion — from reli- 
gion ‘itfelfs nor juflly apportion the degrees 
of credit “due to the diverfities: <A evidence ; 
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and thofe; Who havé ability for the tafk, aré 
ufually ready enough to emancipate them- 
felves from gofpel reftraints (which thwart 
the propenfities of fenfe, check the ebulli- 
tions of paffion, ahd combat the prejudices 
of the ‘world at every turn) by blending its 
hative fimplicity with the fuperftitions which 
have been derived from it: No argument 
fo well fuited to the indolente or the im- 
morality ‘of mankind, as that priefts of alf 
‘ages and religions are the fame; we fee thé 
pretenfions of the Romifh priefthood to mi- 
raculous powets, and we Know them to bé 
falfe : we are éonféious; that they at leaf 
‘mutt facrifice their integrity to their intereft, 
or their ambifion ; and being pérfuraded, 

that there is a great famenefs in the” paffions 
of ‘mankind, and if their in¢entives to acl 
tion ; and knowing that the hiftory of paft 
ages is abundantly ftofed with fimilar claims 
to fupernatural authority, we traverfe back 
‘in imagination thé moft diftant regions of 
antiquity ; and finding from a fuperficial view 
nothing to difcriminate one fet of men of 
period oftime from another ; we hattily con-. 
clude, that all revealed say oie isacheat, andthat 
the 
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the miracles. attributed to. the Apoftles them- 


felves, are fupported by no better teftimes 


‘Ay, Nor: more worthy our attention, than the 
prodigies of Pagan florys or the lying won 
ders of Papal artifice: 2-have:no intention 
in this place, to: enlarge upon the many cir- 
-eumftances; by which a eandid enquirer after 
truth might be enabled to diftinguith a point- 
ed difference bétween thé niiracles of. Chrift 
and his Apoftles, and the tricks of ancient or 
modern fuperftition. One obfervation I i 
jut fuggeft to you upon the. fubjett 5 

miracles recorded in the old and new ee 


ment, are: fo: intimately united. with the narra- 


tion of common ‘events, , 2 and the: -ordinaty 
- franfaétions of life, that you cannot, as i in pro~’ 
fane hiftory,, feparate the one from the other, — 
_ My ae will be ‘thu aye an’ in 
‘fotieas. a 

down: to) us! 


ee a every Selly pen be 


fare and after, that you may -rejedt the rela- re 


tom 
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tion of them without i injuring » in any degrécj 
the confiftency of the narration of the othet — 
circumftances of his life: On the other hand} 
if you reje& the relation of the miraclés faid 
to have been performed by Jefus Chrift, you. 
muft neceffarily reje€t the account of his whole — 
life, and of feveral tranfaéions, concerning 
which we have the undoubted. teftimony of 
other writets befidés the - Evangelifts. But. 
if this argument fhould not firike gay, per- 
haps the “ following obfervation may tend to. 
remove a little of the prejudice, ufually con- 
¢eived againft gofpel miracles, _by men of 
lively ‘imaginations, from the grofs: elas, 
attributed ¢ sie the firft ages of the church. 

ene of ne are fometimes 
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God be endowed with the faculty of fpeak- 
ing languages they had never learned, and 
performing works furpaffing all human _abi- 
lity ; and that being ftrongly impre fled with 
a particular truth, which they were commif- 
fioned to promulgate, they fhould travel not only 
through the barbarous regions of Africa, but 
through all the learned and polifhed ftates of 
_Eurdpe; preaching every where with unre- 
mitted fedulity a new religion,’ ole ‘ftu- 
pendous miracles in atteftation of. their mif- 
fion, and communicating to their firft, converts = 
(as a feal of their converfion) a variety of 
fpiritual gifts ; 3 does it” appear probable | to. 
you, that after the death ‘of thefe ‘men, and 
probably after the deaths of moft of- their 
immediate fucceffors, who | had been zealout- 
ly attached to the faith they | ie en 
peo | confirmed, that 3 no 


ignorant, by. a , RGlitious: ‘claim ot 
ral powers ! fae would none | of. the 


phrenzy for- illumination, Mt fe the 
a heated brain for the it imp 


orders, to “expel demons or to” Siete ae 
: i: eae dead? 
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dead? As far as I can apprehend, we ought, 
from fuch a pofition, to deduce, by every 
rule of probable reafoning, the precife con- 
clufion which was in fa& verified in the cafe 
of the Apoftles ; every fpecies of miracles, 
which heaven had enabled the firft preachers 


to perform, would be counterfeited, either | 


from mifguided zeal, or intereffed cunning; 
either through the imbecility or the iniquity 
of mankind; and we might juft as reafon- 
_ ably conclude, that there never was any pi- 
ety, charity or chaftity in the world, from 
feeing fuch plenty of pretenders to thefe vir- 


tues, as that there never were any real miracles’ 


performed, from confidering the great fLore 
& thofe which have been forged. 

Bur, I know not how it has happened, 
there are many in the prefent age (I am far 
from. including | you, ‘Sir, in the number) whofe 
prejudices againft all miraculous ev ents have 

_arifen to ‘that height, that it appears to them 
utterly” impofible for any human teftimony, 
however great, ‘to eftablith their credibility. 


I beg ‘pardon for ftiling their reafoning, pre- ~ 


judice ; a have no defign to give offence by 


that word ; they may, with equal right, throw. 


the 
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the fame imputation upon mine; and I think 
it juft as illiberal -in divines, to attribute 
the {cepticifm of every Deift to wilful infi- 
delity, as it-is in the Deifts, to refer the 
faith of every Divine to profeffional bias. 
I have not had fo little intercourfe with man- 
kind, nor fhunned fo much the delightful free- 
dom of focial converfe, as to be ignorant, — 
that there are many men of upright morals 
and good underftandings, to whom, as you 
exprefs it, “¢ a latent and even involuntary 
{cepticifm adheres ;? and who would be glad 
to be perfuaded to be Chriftians: And how 
fevere foever fome men may be in their judg- 
"ments concerning one another ; yet we.Chrif- 
tians at leaft, hope, and believe, that the 
great Judge of all will make allowance for 
*¢ our habits of ftudy and reflegtion,” for 
various circumftances, the efficacy of which, 
in giving a particular bent to the. cunderftand- 
ings of men, we-can neither comprehend nor 
eftimate. For the fake of fuch men, if fuch ~ 
fhould ever be induced to throw an hour e 
away in the perufal of thefe letters, fuffer 


me to flep for a moment out of my way, 
Besa whit: 
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whilf I hazard an obfervation or two upon’ 

the fubjeé. 
Know ence is rightly divided by Mr. 
Locke into intuitive, fenfitive, and demonftra- 
tive; it is elear, that a paft miracle ¢an nei- 
ther be the obje& of fenfe, nor of intuition, 
nor confequently of demonftration ; we €an- 
not then, philofophically fpeaking, be faid to 
know, that a miracle has ever been perform~ 
ed. But in all the great-concerns of life; 
we are influenced by probability, rather thar 
knowledge: And of probability, the fame 
great author eftablifhes two foundations; @ 
conformity to ovr own experience, and thé 
teflimony of others. Now it is contendedy 
that by the oppofition of thefe two princi- 
ples, probability is deftroyed; or, in other 
terms, that human teflimrony can never influ- 
ence the mind to affent to a propofition re— 
pugnant to unifornt experience.-Whofe ex- 
perience do you mean? yow will not fay 
your own; for the experience of an indivi+ . 
dual reaches but a little way ; and no doubt 
you daily. affent to a thoufand truths in po+ 
litics, in phyfics, and in the bufinefs of com- 
mon 
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J 
mon life, which you have never fecn veri- 
fied by experience—You will not produce 
the experience of your friends ; for that.can 


-extend itfelf but a little way beyond your - 


own.—But by uniform experience, I con- 
ceive, you are defirous of underftanding the 
experience of all ages and nations fince the 
foundation of the world. I anfwer, firft; how 
is it, that you become acquainted with,the 
experience of all ages and nations? You will 
reply, from hiftory.—Be it fo :—Perufe then, 
by far the moft ancient records of antiqui- 
ty ; and if you find no mention of miracles 
in them, I give up the point. Yes ;—but eve- 
ry thing related therein refpeéting miracles, 
is to be reckoned fabulous,—Why ?.Becaufe 
miracles contradi& the experience of all ages 
and nations. Do you not perceive, Sir, that 
you beg the very queftion in debate ? for 
we affirm, that the great and learned nation 
of Egypt, that the Heathen inhabiting the 
land of Canaan, that the numerous people 
of the Jews, and the nations, which, for ages, 
‘f{urrounded them, have all had great expe- 
rience of miracles. You cannot otherways ob- 
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viate this. conclufion, than by queftioning the 
catia rr A ‘ 

authenticity of that book, concerning which, 

Newton, when he was writing his Commen- 


tary on Daniel, exprefled himfelf. to the per- 
fon *, from whom I had the anecdote, and. 


which deferves not to be loft; ‘ I find 
more fure marks of authenticity in the Bible, 
than in any profane hiftory whatfoever.” 
However, I mean not to prefs you with 
the argument ad verecundiam; it is needlefs 
to folicit your modefty, when it may be pof- 
fible, perhaps, to make an impreffion upon 
your judgment: I anfwer, therefore, in the 


fecond.:place, that the admiffion of the prin- i 


ciple, ‘1 by which you reje& miracles, will lead 
us into -abfurdity. ‘The laws of gravitation, 
are the moft obvious of all the laws of na- 
ture ; every perfon i in every part of the globe, 
muft of neceflity have had .experience of 
them : There was a time, when no one was 


acquainted | 


“ith the laws of magnetifin ; thefe. 


4 


fufpend in many. inflances the laws of gravi-- 


ty ; nor can I fee, upon the principle in quef- 
tion, | how ‘the reft of mankind could have 
“credited: the: teftimony of their firft difco- 


yerer; 


on me ue Sanith, late Mafter of Trinity’ Colleg 
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verer; and yet to have rejeéted it, would 
have been to reje&t the truth. But that a 
piece of iron fhould afcend gradually from 
the earth, and fly at laft with an increafing 
rapidity through the air’; and attaching itfelf to 
another piece of iron, or to a particular fpecies 
of iron ore, fhould remain fufpended in oppofi- 
tion to the aétion of its gravity, is confonant to 
the laws of nature.—I grant it; but there was a 
time when it was contrary, I fay not to the laws 
of nature, but to the uniform experience of — 
all. preceding ages and coumtries ; and at 
that particular point of time, the teftimony 
of an individual, or of a dozen individuals, 
who fhould have reported themfelves eye wit~ 
neffes of fuch a faél, ought, according to-your 
argumentation, to have been received as fa-. 
bulous. And what are thofe laws of nature, 
which, you think, can never be : pended ? 
are they not different to different men, ac. 
cording to the diverfities of their compre- - 
henfion and knowledge? and if any ‘one of 
them (that, for inftance, which rules the ope- 
rations of magnetifm or cle@tricity) fhould 
have been known to you or to me alone, 
whilft all the reft of the world were unac- 

E 4 | quainted 
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—quainted with it; the effe&s of it would 
have been new, and unheard of in the annals, 
and contrary to the experience of mankind ; 

and therefore ought not, in your Opinion, to. 
have been believed. Nor do I underftand, 

what difference, as to credibility, there: 
could be, between the effeéts of fuch an un 
known law of nature, and a miracle ; for it 
_is a matter of no moment, in that view, whe- 
“ther the fufpenfion of the known laws of na~ 
ture be effeéted; that is, whether a miracle 
be performed, by the mediation of other 
laws that are unknown, or by the miniftry of 
a perfon divinely commiffioned; fince it is 
impoffible for us to be certain, that it is cons 
‘tradi@ory | to ‘the conttitution of the univerfe, 
that the laws of. nature, which appear to us 
general, fhould not be fufpended, and their ac. 
tion ote: by ee sae more general, 
though 


hi ee before fi is a Being 
it thofe times, in, thofe in places, 
‘and i) thofe circumftances, which God, in his 
unive tfal pr vidence, had preordained. 


LETTER FOURTH. 
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I READILY acknowledge the 

utility of your fourth caufe, “ the virtues of 
the firft Chriftians,” as greatly conducing to the 
{preading their religion; but then you feem to 
quite mar the compliment you pay them, by” 
reprefenting their virtues, as proceeding either 
from their repentance for having been the mof 
abandoned finners, or from the: laudable defire 
“of fupporting the reputation of in 
which they were engaged. 
Tuar repentance is the firtt fe 
true enough ; butI fee no reaf 7 
pie to the calumnies of 
an, ‘ that the Chriftians allured : in 
men, who. wafhed away in the. ra 
tifm the guilt, for which the ten 
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refufed to grant them any expiation.” The 
Apoftles, Sir, did not, like Romulus, oper 
afylum for debtors, thieves, and murderers ; 
for they had not the fame flurdy means of fe~. 
curing their adherents from the grafp of civil - 
power ; they i not perfuade them to abandon — 
the temples of the gods, becaufe they could - | 
there obtain no expiation for their guilt ; but. 
becaufe every degree of guilt was expiated i In 
them with too g ereat facility ; and every vice 
pragtifed, not only without remorfe of private 
confcience, but with: the BO a kted fan@ion of 
public aj bation, tie te Gale gy al 5 
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but fill it will want that foundation of truth, 
which alone can recommend it to the ferious 
and judicious. The Apofiles, Sir, were not 
like the Italian Fratricellz of the thirteenth, nor. ae 
the French Turlupins of the fourteenth century s | 
in all the dirt that has been raked up againit. 
Chriftianity, even by the worft of its enemies, 
not a fpeck of that kind have they been able to 
fix, either upon the Apoftles, or their Divine 
Matter. The gofpel of Jefus Chrift, Sir, was not 
preached in fingle houfes, or obfcure villages> 
‘not in {ubterraneous caves and impure brothels, 
not in lazars and in prifons ; but in the fyna- 
gogues and in the temples, in the ftreets and in 
the market-places of the great capitals of the 
Roman provinces ; in Jerufalem, in Corinth, 
and in Antioch, in Athens, in Ephefus,and in ~*~ 
Rome. Nor do I any where find, 
fionaries were ordered particule 
themfelves to the fhamelefs wo 


they were_ordered to turn away f 
no fellowship. or intercourfe with! 
wont fo creep into houfes, and lea Mg 
women laden with fins, led away 
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purity e 7 ae not Festi rt 
flance ought tb bring an jnfinuation af. diferedt 5 
either upon the fex, or a thofe ie Bhi Te. df 
their reformation. : oe ae 
Tuat the majority of the firft converts to 
Chriftianity, were of an inferior condition i in 
life, may readily be allowed; and |you yourfelf 2 


have 1 in another pee given a good Teafon a for 
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that theré wére, at leaft,fome converts toChrif: 
tianity, both frorii ariong the Jéws and the Gen- 
tiles, whofe lives were not ftained with inexpi- 

-able crimes. Amongft thefe, we reckon Nico= | 
demus, a ruler of the Jews; Jofeph of Arima- — 
thea, a man of foftune and a counfellor 3a no 
bleman and a centurion of ‘Capernaum ; Jairus, 
Crifpus, Softhenes, fulers of fynagogues ; Apol- 
fos, an eloquentand learned man; Zena; a Jew- 
ith lawyer, the treafurer of Candact, queen of 
ZEthigpia; Cornelius, a centurion of the Italian 
band ; Dionyfits, a member of the Areopagus at 
Athens, and Sergius Paulus, aman of procon- 
fular or pretorian authority, of whom it may be 
temarked, that if he refighed his high and lucra~ 
tive office in confequence of his turning Chrif- 
tian, it is a ftrong prefumption in its favour; 
if he retained it, we may conclude, that the 
profeffion of Chriftianity was not fou 
compatible with the difcharge of 


catalogue of men of rank, rotiane a 
ledge, who embraced Chita m 
it neceffary, be much enlarged; a 
another converfation with St.. oe 
’ enabled us te grace it with the names 0 i 
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fign, hey ede one file of impoftors, | 
have kept out of fight | the publicans and finners, — 
‘the tanners and the tent-makers with whom they 
converfed and dwelt ; and introduced to our 
notice none. but thofe, who had been brought up 
with Herod, or the chief men of A {fia ia—whom they | 
had the honour to. igh gt wee their 
friends. Bai. 
_ Twat the primis! eee 150k great 
_ are to have an ane tay isos ae iol abftain- 
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thefe very early Se@aries, brought a general and 
undiftinguifhed ‘cenfure upon the Chriftian 
name; and fo far from promoting the increafe 
of the church, excited in the minds of. the Pa- 
gans an abhorrence of whatever refpefed it; it 
cannot be unknown to you, Sir, that feveral Sec- 
taries both at home and abroad might be men- 


- tioned, .who have departed from the religion to , 


which they belonged ; and which, unhappily for 
themfelves and the community, have taken as 
little care to preferve their reputation unf{pot- 
ted, as thofe of the firft and fecond centuries. 
Tf then the firft Chriftians did take the care you 
mention (and I am wholly of your opinion ‘in 
that point) their folicitude might as candidly, 
perhaps, and as reafonably be derived from a 
fenfe of their duty, and an honeft endeavour to 
difcharge it, as from the mere defire of increak 
ing the honour of their confraternity by the il 
luftrious integrity of its members. 


You are eloquent in defcribing the. anfere 


morality of the primitive Chriftians,, as adverfe 


to the propenfities of fenfe, and abhorrent from 
all the innocent. pleafures and. amufements OF 
life ; and you enlarge, with a ftudied minute- al 
nefs, upon their cenfures of luxury, and: their : 

: fentiments ¥ 


os. WATSON s APOLOGY 


fentiments concerning marriage and chaftity — 
but in this circumftantial enumeration of their 
errors or their faults (which I am under no . 
“neceffi ity of denying or excufing) you feem to. 

forget the very purpofe, for which you profefs 

to have introduced the mention of them ; for 
the piture you have diawn is fo hideous, and 

the colouring fo difmal, that inftead of’ alluring 
to a clofer infpeGion, it muft have made every 
inah of pleafure or of fenfe'ttim from it with 
horror or difgutt ; -and fo far from contribut- 
ing to the apid growth of chee ee the 

aufterity of their | 
to any one, ‘how the fir Cetitiansé ever made a 
— convert, It y Was s firl ee of Celts, : 


iment, 


\ 
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mént, “ a criminal difregard’ to the public 
welfare.” “To all that has been faid upon this 
fubjeét, it may with juftice, I think, be anfwer- 
éd, that Chriftianity troubles not itfelf with or- 
déring the conftitutions of civil focieties ; but 
Tevels the weight of all its influence at the 
hearts of the individuals which compofe them ; 
and, as Origen faid to Célfus, was every indivi- 
dual in every nation a gofpel Chriftian, there 
would be neither internal injuftice, nor exter- 
mal war; theré would be none of thofe paf- 
fions, which imbitter the intereourfes of civil 
life, and defolate the globe. What reproach 
then can it be to a religion, that it-inculcates 
do€trines, which, if univerfally pra€tifed, would 
introduce univerfal tranquility and the moft 
exalted happinefs amongft mankind ? 

Ir muft proceed from a total mifapprehen- 
fion of the defign of the Chriftian difpenfation, . 
or from a very ignorant interpretation : of the 
particular injun@tions, forbidding us to make 
riches or honours a primary purfuit, ‘or the 
prompt gratification of revenge a firft principle 
of a&tion, to infer,—that an individual Chrif- 
~ tian is obliged by his religion to offer his throat 
to an n aflaiin, and his property to the firft plun- 

F derer ; 


66 WATSON’s APOLOG Y, Xe. 


derer ; or that @ fociety of Chriftians may not 
_ repel, in the beft manner they are able, the un- 
juft affaults of hoftile invafion. iy 
I xnow of no precepts in the gofpel,: . which: 
debar a man from the poffeflion of domeftic 
comforts, or deaden the aétivity of his: private 
friendfhips, or prohibit the exertion of his ut-— 
-moft ability in the fervice of the public ; ; the 
—nift quetum nihil beatum-—is no part of the 
-Chriftian’s Creed; his virtue, 3s an aélive vir~ 
tue; and we jultly refer to the {chool of Epicu-» 
- rus, the doétrines concerning abftinence from: 
marriage, from the cultivation of friendfhipy 
from the management of public affairs, as fuit> 
ed’ to: that. felfifh indolence, which was the. fare 
_ ¥ourite tenet ee his philofophy. 


L am, &c.: 
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fb eee union and the difti- 

pline of the‘Chriftian church,’’ or, as you are 
pleafed to ftile it, of the Chriftian republic, is 
the laft of the five fecondary caufes, to which 
your have referred the rapid and extenfive fpread 
_ of Chriftianity. It muft be acknowledged that | 
. union long ely con to the feng ? 


age to our own, than union. » [ am 
I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and 
are expreflions of difunion, whick 
in the earlieft period of church 
we cannot look into the writings ¢ f any, either 

F 2 friend 
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friend. or foe to Chriftianity, but we find the 
one of them lamenting, and the other extilting 
in an immentfe catalogue of fe€laries; and both 
of them thereby furnifhing us with great reafor: 
to believe, that the divifions with refpe& to: 
doftrine, worfhip, and difcipline, whiéh have’ 
ever fubfifted in the church, muft have greatly - 
* tended to hurt the credit of Chriftianity, and to 
alienate the minds of the Gentiles from the re- 
ception of fuch a various and difcordant faith. 
IT reaprry grant, that there was a certain’ 
community of doétrine, an intercourfe of hof 
piality, and a. onfederacy of difcipline, eftab 
lifhed amongft the'1 
fo that none could be adinitted’ into any affembly’ 


ividuats of every church; s 


undergoing: a previous 


: noes Me hoe 3 


id: i; may Be ayanted hi, 
sieht that | 


ks gain vitam et mores | ‘eorum,: i 
-ut non concefla facientes can-- 
a fais conventibus. — Cony 


anner of life* (which ‘ee 4 
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that thofe who broke this compa, were ejefted 
by commoh confent from the confraternity into 
which they had been admitted ; it may be fur- 
ther granted, that this confederacy extended it- — 
felf to independent churches ; and that thofe 
who had, for their immoralities, been excluded 
from Chriftian community in any one church,, 
were rarely, if ever, admitted to it by another ; 
juft-as_a member, who has been expelled any 
‘ene College in an Univerfity, is” generally 
thought - unworthy of being admitted by any 
‘ other : But it is not admitted, that this feverity 
and this union of difcipline could ever have in- 
duced the Pagans to forfake the gods of their 
Fiat and to ee themfelves to the con- yo 


w and then 
ts for, to fee 


es at tha bilan 
ee ae in i thi : 
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form, becoming. an inftrument of oppreflions _ 


and the moft humble one adminiftering to the ; agi 


pride, the avarice, and the ambition of thofé, 
who wifa to be confidered as its guardians, and 
who avowed. themfelves its profeff. ors; would. 
extort a cenfure from men more attached proba- 
_, bly to church authority than yourfelf: Notthat I 
think it. either a very. candid oravery ufeful un- 
dertaking, to be folely and induftrioully engaged — 
in portraying the charaéters of the profeffors of 
-Chriftianity in the worft colours; ; it is not candid, 
becaule | ‘3 * the ae Jaw of. eae which 


i pets seesaw they 
papton to believe. 


yauy 
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me minds of the young and unlearned efpecially, 

~ swith prejudices againft a religion, upon their | 
rational reception or reje@ion of which, a mat- : 
ter of the utmoft importance may (believ eies << 
Sir, 1 it may, for aught you or any perfon elfe can 
prove to the contrary) entirely depend. It is 

an eafy matter to amufe ourfelves and others 

with the immoralities of prictts, and the ambi- 

tion of prelates, with the abfurd virulence of 
fynods and councils, with the ridiculous doc- 
trines, which vifionary enthufiatts or interefted 
‘churchmen have fanétified with the name of 
Chriftian ; ; buta difplay of ingenuity or erudi- 
tion Soe fuch il is much ieee fin € 


santa fuch pane ere 
Do not miftake my meaning ; 
withing, that the clergy th ould be 


with a blind reverence, Or | 


< fereened ae ape oft 


“vere cabfeed than ak ad ther 1 men 5 ae but 3 


Sas faba % a a "great. < 
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great care fhould be taken not to reprefent their 
vices, ordheir indifcretions, as originating in the 
gee iue of their religion. Do. not miftake 
; I am not here begging quarter for Chrif- 

sal ; or contending, that even the principles — 

Of our religion fhould be received with implicit 
faith; or that every objeétion to Chriftianity 
fhould be ftifled, by a reprefentation of the was 
chief i it might do, if publicly promulged 5 

the contrary, we invite, nay, we challenge ae 

to a dire&t and liberal attack ; though. oblique 
glances, and difingenuous infinuations, we are. : 
willing to avoid 3 well knowing, that:the cha. 
es of « our religion; like that of. an bonefl map 


it of | he primitive iene 
oe os want of AL aifciplins a and 
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— pperate with the Apoftles, in the general defign 
of preaching the Gofpel ; and that this gift, or 
-yather,as Mr. Locke thinks, the gift of tongues, — 
- {by the oftentation of which, many of them were 
prompted to fpeak in their effemblies at. the 
fame time) was the orgafion of fome diforder 
jn the church of Corinth, which required the 
interpofition of the. Apolile to compofe, i is Con- 
. feffed on al} hands. - But if you mean, that the 
prophets were ever the fole paftors of the faith- 
ful; ; or that no proyilion. was made by the 
Apoftles for the good government and edifica- 
tion of the church, exccpt what might be acgi. | 
dentally derived from the o¢cafional. affiftance yp 
_ of the prophets, you are much: miftaken 5 a 
‘have undoubtedly forgot; what is faid of i sul . 
_and Barnabas having ordained elders i yftra, 
Iconium, and Antioch; and of P. 
- to oe whom he Ree tin 


iid, at she foisnd doa ine. nee to. pe om 


rmicated eo 


" 4 


as: 
ey 
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municated tothe bifhop by prophecy, or that all 
perfons, without diftinGtion, might be called to 
that office ; but a bifhop was to be able to teach, 
“not what he had learned. by prophecy, but what - 
Paul had publicly preached ; the things that thou 
haft heard of me among many witneffes,- the fame 
commit thou to 0 farshful men, who frall be able to 
teach: others alfo. And in every? place almoftt, i 
where prophets are mentioned, they are joined — 
with Apoftles: and teachers, and other minifters__ 
a of the gofpel ; fo that there is no reafon for 
your oo them as a diftine order ot. 


oecafional affiftance ma 
he want of difcipline and human Jearn- eae 
church. 


oe would be eee too lary ge 


i 
: 


: cripture, to the edi 
mand comfort ' of the | - 


phen of the € apolli he ch, i 
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who takes his idea of heir office or importance 
| from your defcription of them. 

In fpeaking of the community of goods, 
which, you fay, was adopted for a fhort time 
in the primitive church, you hold as inconclu- 
five the arguments of Mofheim ; who has en- 
deavoured to prove, that it was a community 
quite different from that recommended by Py- 
thagoras or Plato; confifting principally in a 
_ common ufe, derived from an unbounded liber- 
ality, which induced the opulent toefhare their 
riches with their indigent brethren ; there-have 


-_ been others, as well as Mofheim, who have en- 


‘tertained this opinion ; and it is’ not quite” fo. 
- indefenfible, as you reprefent it; but whether 
<eobe reafonable or abfurd, need. not now. re ai 
examined : It is far more neceffary. to tak 

tice Of an -expreffion which you: 


Sein off anion 


fion, permitted to retain, in ordinat vi actepation; } 


. implies an antecedent obligation to part with: 
e son Now; = 
ne be * 


: a 
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Now, Sir, I have not the fhadow of a doubt in 
affirming, that we have no account in {eripturg 
of any fuch obligation being impofed uponthe 
converts to Chriftianity, either by Chrift him- 
felf, or by his Apoftles, er by any other au- 
thority : Nay, in the very place where this 
community of goods is treated of, there is an 
exprefs proof (1 know not how your impartial. 
_ity has happened to overlook it) to the contra-. 
ry. When Peter was about ta inflij@ an exem~ 
plary punyhment upon Ananias (not for keep- 
ing back a part of the price, as fome men are 
fond of reprefenting it, but) for his lying and 
hypocrify, in offering a part of the price of his 
. land, as the whole of it ; he faid to him, whilft 
et remained (unfold) was it not thine own 2 and 
after ut was fold, was 1t not in thine own power P 
From this. account it is evident, that Ananias 
was under no obligation to part with his patri- 
mony ; and after he had parted with it, the price: 
owas in his own power ; the Apoftle would have . 
permitted him to retain the whole of it, if he had 
thought fit ; 3 though he would not re his 
_'prevarication to go unpunifhed. 

_ You have remarked, that “ the feafts of love, a 
the eee as they were called, conftituted a 
very 


rok CHRISTIANITY. 4 
very pleafing and effential part of public wor- 
. fhip.”’—Left any one fhould ftom hen¢e bé led 
to fufpeét, that thefe featts of love; this pleafing 
part of the public worfhip of the primitive 
church, refembled the unhallowed meetings of 
fome impure fetlaries of our own times, 
¥ will take the liberty to add to your ac- 
éount, a fhort explication of the nature of thefe 
agape. Tertullian, in the 39th chapter of his 
Apology, has done it to myhands. * The nature 
of our fupper, fays he, is indicated by its name ; 
it is called by a word, which, in the Greek lan- 
guage, fignifies love.. We are not ‘anxious 
about the expenée of the entertainment ; fince” 
we look upon that as gain, which is expended 
with a pious purpofe, in the relief and refrefh- 
“ment of all our indigent.The occafion of our 
entertainment being fo honourable, you ‘may 
judge of thé manner of its being condw ted ; 3 It 
eonfifts in the’ difcharge’ of religious du ies; it 
admits nothing vile, nothing immodeft. Before 
we fit down, prayer is made to God. The hun 
' gry eat as much as they defire, and every one 
drinks as: much as can be weful to fober men. 
We fo feaft, as men, who have’ their minds im- 
preffed with the idea of fpending the night in 

the 


8  WATSONs APOLOGY 


the worlhip of God ; we fo converfe, as mens 
whoare conftious that the Lord heareth them,’’ 
&c. Perhaps you may objeét to this teftimo-' 
ny, in favour of the innocence of Chriftian 


Fos meetings, as liable to partiality, ‘becaufe’ it is 


the teftinfony of a Chriftian ; and you may, per- 
haps, be ablé to pick out from the writings of 
_ this Chriftian, fomeéthing that looks like a con- 
- tradi@tion of this account: However, I will reft 
the matter upon this teftinrony for the prefent - 
forbearing to quote any other Chriftian’ writer 
upon the fubje&, as I fhall, in a future letter, 
produce you a teltimony fuperier to every ob-= 
jeGion. You fpeak too’ of the agape, as an ef 
fential part of the public worlhip ; this is not 


| according to your ufual accuracy ; for, had 
‘they been effential, the édi& of an heathen 'ma~ 
, giftraté would not oe been able to’ “ao a eed 


ne sakes m ae fourth century, on account ‘of the — 
2 abufes which attended them, they Began to be 

‘interdi@ed, and ceafed almoft unimetyally | in the 
fifth. he 


Cer f ie: I HAVE 
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_. fT aave but two obfervations to make upon 

what you hayé advanced, concerning the feve- 

tity of ecclefiattical penance ; the firft is, that 

eyen you yourfelf do not deduce i its inftitution 

fromthe feripture ; but from the power, which ~~ 
évery voluntary fociéty has over its-own mem- 

3 bers 3 and therefore, however extravagant, or 

| however abfurd ; however oppofite to the attri- 
butes of a commiferating God, or the feelings: 

of a fallible man, it may be thought ; or upon 

~ whatever trivial oceafion, fuch as that you men- 

tions of calumniating 2 Bifhop, a Prefbyter, or 

even a Deacons it may have been infti€ied 

Chrift and his Apoftles are not anfwerable for it. 

The other is, that it was, of all poflible expedi-’ Se: 

énts, the leaft fitted to aecomplith the end f 

“which. you think it’ was introduced, the p 

gation of Chriftianity. The: fight of. a 
tent humbled by. a public confeffion, 

ated by fafting, clothed in facke 
trated at the ‘door of the aflembly, and 
_ ring for years together the pardon of | his off 

ces, and a readmiflion into the bofom of th 

church, was a much more likely 1 means of dete 


_¥Fing the Pagans from Chriftian community, t | 
the pious liberality you: mene was, of ea 
. he ee arene 
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ring them into it. This piots liberality, Sif; 
would exhauft éven your elegant powers of des 


fcription, beford you could exhibititin the ami= 


able mannet it deferves; it is derived from 


the new commandment of loving one another ; and 


it hag ever Been the diftinguifhing charafteriftie 


of Chrifliahs, as oppofed to. every other deno- 


mination of mén, Jéws, Mahométans, ot Pagans. 
_ Inthe times of the Apoftlés, and inthe firft ages of 
the church, it fhewed itfelf in voluntary contri- 
butions for the relief of thé poor and the perfe- 
cuted, the infirm and the unforttinate ; as foon 
_as the church was permitted to haye permanent 
; poffeffions in land, and atquifed thé protec- 
; on of the civil bee it oe ivfelf in hag 


‘or He tas its a 
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You are much furprized, and rota little 
concerned, that Tacitus, and the younger Pli- 

ny, have fpoken fo flightly of the Chriftian 
fyftem ; and that Seneca, and the elder Pliny, 
have fot vouchfafed to mention it at all.— 
This difficulty feems'to have ftruck others as 
well as yourfelf; and I might refer you to 
the conclufion of the fecond volume of Dr. 
“Lardner’s Colle&tion. of ancient Jewifh and 
Heathen Teftimonies to the Truth of the Chrif= 
tian Religion, for full fatisfaGtion in this 
point ; but perhaps an obfervation or two 
may be fufficient to diminifh your furprize. 
OsscureE feétaries, of upright morals, when 

- they feparate themfelves from the religion of _ 
their country, do not f{peedily - acquire the 
attention of men of letters. The hiftorians _ 

are~ apprehenfive of depreciating the digni 


of — fearned one and conta 


reieneg or in nee be cme, Get 
cy of natural appearances, to bufy themfelves PS 
with what me perhaps haftily, efteem popi- a . 

G Nass i 
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far fuperftitions, Hiftorians and philofophersy | 
of no mean’ ‘Teputation, “might be. mention< — 


ed, I believe,: who. we ‘e the | 


ntemporaries | 
vv Ses cd the. = fale spbled abs _ suse 
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But the negligence of fome half dozen of writers, 
(moft of them however bear incidental teftim ony 

to the truth of feveral fas refpe@ting Chrif- — - 
tianity) in noterelating circumftantially the = — 
origin, the progrefs, and the pretenfions ofa 
new fe, - ig a very infufficient reafon for 
queftioning either the evidence of the prin- 

ciples upon which it was built, or the fuper-- 
nalunaly “power by which | it -was fuppor eden) | 
© Tue Roman hi f forians, moreover, were 
mot only. See incurious popcorn gs the 3 


“desi "es “thea name ner the 
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interpolation from Mount Ida, in Crete* ; 
and he reprefents them as abhorring all kinds 
of images in public worthip, and yet accufes 
them of having placed. the image of an afs 
in the. holy of holies ; ‘and prefently after he 
tetls us, that Pompéty, when he prophaned the 
temple, found the fan€uary entirely empty. 
‘Similar inaccuraéies might be noticed in Plus 
‘tarchand other writers, who have fpoken of 
the Jews ; and you yourfelf have. referred” iO 
an obfcure paffage in ‘Suetonius, as offering.a 
“post how ftrangely : the Jews and Chriftians 
-. of Rome were confounded’ with - each - other. 
i Why then ‘fhould we “think” it ‘remarkable, . 
that a few celebrated writers, who looked. up~ s ) 
on the ans as an -obfetre fe oa the” 


Bd reta’ Tien sotteih: accel: dake auce 
j in barbarum cognomenito i vocitari. Tac, Hi, 
i i ub. * knit. Sita ss Fy 
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jeQs, ad aflaced by -fuch pct pre- 
judices, fheuld have left us but fhort and 
imperfe& defcriptions of the Chriftian fyitem = — < 
-* Bur how fhall we excufe, you fay, the a 
Tibbs. inattention: 4 of the Pagan and philofo- 
phic. world, to thofe ‘evidences, which “were 
fe -prefented by the. hand of Omnipotence, not 1o 
their, Teafon,. but. to, their fenfes. Be ag 
Zs Jaws of - nature - “were perpetually fu: ended 


Bi for the benefit. of the carck 1 ‘the fages 


“= 
athe: 


will ‘it fallow, ‘becanfe Sea ro} Pluta cl 
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or Galen, or-Seneca, or Suetonius, or Taci- — 
tus, had never feen a miracle, that no miracles. 
were ever performed? They indeed were learn~ 
ed and obfervant men; and it, may be a 
matter of furprize to us, that miracles fo ¢e- 
lebrated, as the friends of Chriftianity fup-— 
_pofe the-Chriftian ones to have been, fhould — 
never have been mentioned by them, though 
they had not feen them ; and had an Adrian 
ora ‘Vefpafian been. the. authors of but a thou- 
“‘fandth part of the miracles you. have af- 
-_cribed to the primitive church, more than — 
~ one probably of thefe very hiftorians, philo- 
— . _fophers | as cee eae) would have adorned: ae a 


tt 
‘of ee in. miraculous Mess 


s of a Roman Ehderbe 


2 


ee re ANSWER, in the fecond place, that in athe 2 
Aas oF | the plas whe have’ an account — 
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of a great multitude of Pagans of every con- 
Se eS: fe Jat were = = ae being % 
ea Ty 8, and of Onin ence to thelr 
fenfes, that they contemplated them with re- 
verence ‘and wonder; and forfaking’ the reli- 
gion of their angeftors, and all the flattering 
hopes of worldly profit, reputation, and tran- 
quility, adhered _ | with aftonifhing refolution to 
ahe profeffion | of Chriftianity. © From the con- 
clufion of the Abts. ally the time in whick 
fome of the fages you mention flourifhed, is 
avery obfcure part of. church hiftory ; 3 yet 
we are certain, “that many of t ‘Pagan, and 
we have fome reafon to believe, that not a few 
of the philofophic world, durin; 
did not turn afide from the awh 2 : 
_ racles, but faw and believed and th: : a few 
others fhould be found, who probab e ad 
feen, and therefore would not ie +, is fur. 
mo wery-; cease, vie 


Celfus, aod? eee pe julian ee ene 

followers, learn the iNuftrions chara@ers ‘of the 

mien, who founded, built up, ‘and adorned the 
G 4 : “Chriftian 
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Chriftian church ?* Why thould we not tell 
them, with Arnobius, of the orators, the gram- 


marians, the rhetoricians, the lawyers, the phy- 
ficians, the philofophers, “« who appeared con- 
{cious of the alterations in the moral and phyfi- : 
cal government of the world ;”? and from that ue 


confcioufnefs, forfook the ordinary occupa- 
tions of life and fludy, and attached themfelves 
to the Chriftian difcipline { nee = 

I answer, in the laft place, that the ‘miracle 


of Chriftians were falfely attributed to ‘magic; ; 


and were for that reafon thought unworthy the 


notice of the writers you have referred a 
"Suetonius, | in his life ‘of. Nero, calls the a 
Chritian men of a poy and magica fipertt- Z 


word Ae magical ; 


nes, difcant eorum feétatores, qui putant Eccle- 


+ Arnob. Con. Gen. L. 11. Ta 


_ ¥ Genus Melati fuper ations nove et mals ica, , Suet, 


: in Nero. Cy hus 


8 Tagecious commentators,” as renter sess me 
rigi bree adopting the 


‘dered : 


nt Celfus, I ewe Jaladus rabid adverfus 


Philofophos et eloquentes, nullos habuiffe Doc-. - 
quanti, et quales viri eam fundaverint, extruxerint, E 
int ue 5 ayer definant fidem noftram ruftice tantum 


rplicitat guere, {uamque potius ten ee agnofcant. 
| Jero. Pree. Lib. de Iluf. Eccl, Stipe 


. 


yas 
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dered mifchievous or pernicious : Unqueftion- 
ably it frequently has that meaning ; with due 
deference, however, to Mofheim and yourielf, 
- Lcannot help being of opinion, that in this place, 
BS. defcriptive of the Chriftian religion, it is 
rightly tranflated magical. The Theodocian 
Code muft be my excufe, bah diffenting from 
{uch refpeétable authority ; and in it. I conjec- 
ture, you will find good reafon for being of my 
opinion.*. Nor’ ought. any friend to Chriftian- 
ty, to be aftanifhed or alarmed at Syetonius 
applying the word magical to the Chriftian Te= 
-figion; for the miracles wrought by Chrift and 
his. Apottles, principally confifted in alleviating 


the diftreffes, by curing the obftinate difeafes of 
Z human kind ; and the proper meaning of magic, 


as underftood by the ancients, isa higher and 


more holy branch of the art of healing. x 


- The. ae: Rliny loft his life. in an ude old of 


omen ee -Vefuvius, ‘ 


* Chaldzi ac “Magis et cateri quos vulgus iniaaiche ob 
facinorum qnagnitudinem | appellat.— Sis quis magus vel 
5s magicis contaminibus adfuetus, qui maleficus vulgi confuetu- 
cine nuncupatur. 1x Cod. Theodo. Tit. xv. 


uF Pliny, {peaking of the origin of magic, fays, Matar 


primum e medicina nemo dubitat, ac fpecié falutari irrep- 
—«:Hfle velut altiorem fanttioremque medicinam. —He afterwards 
_ fays, that it was mixed with mathematical arts ; and thus 
magict and mathematici are joined by Pliny, as malefici and 


magict ar¢ in the Theodocian Code, Plin, Nat, Hift, Lib, 30 
Ba Re aE, 


— 


iad 
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Vefuvius, about forty-feven: years after the 


death of Chrift ; fome fifteen years before the 


death of Pliny, the Chriftians, were petlcoeee eS 


at Reme for a crime, of. which “ev. 


were helg j in at that time (for which, however, 


hevaffigns no caufe ; and therefore we may 


Feafonably conjefure it was the fame, for which 
the: Jews efSre: every) where become fo odious, 
Bn oppofition to poly theifm) and of the extreme 
fafferings they underwent, wee ‘cannot be much 


furprized, that their 1 name is not'to be found i m e 
ahe works of Pliny, or of Seneca ; the fee itfelf oe 
mutt, bi ; Nero's) ‘perfecution, have been almoft 
1 Rome 5 6 “and it would have ps 


heard oft their miracles. In teed: concern- - 


S 


oS ae ee ing 


ery perfon es 
knew them ‘innocent $ but corey the defcription a 
whith Tacitus gives, of the low eftimation they. | 
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ing the origin of magic, We mc ieiey is alfo 
another faGtion of magic, ‘derived from the 
Jews, Moles, and Lotopea, and fubfifting at 


prefent. *The word faGtion, does not ill den 


note the opinion the Romans entertained of 
‘the religious ‘affociations of the Chriftians 3 ; 
and a magical fa€tion implies their pretenfions, 
at leaft, to the miraculous gifts. of healing ; 
and its defeending from “Moles, is according 
to the cuflom of the Romans, by which they 
confounded the Chriftians | with the Jews 
and its being then fublifting, feems to have 
a ftrong reference to the rumours, Pliny had 
: hegligently heard reported. of the Chriftians. 
Sup MITTING each of thefe anfwers to ‘your 
‘cool and candid confideration ; I proceed to 
. take notice of another difficulty in te ‘Af 
teenth chapter, which fome have th 
of the moft important in your wi rhe k- 
‘the filence of profane hifforiane, onan 
. oe Senne 


os 


a EA .et alia magice¥ fallio, a Moe sii et es 
topea Judzis pendens. Plin, Nat. Hifk. Lib. go, c. 2 
Edit. Hardy. Dr. Lardner and others have made flight 
§nention of this paflage, probably from their reading in 
bad editions Yamne for etiamnum, a Mofe et Jemne et 
Jotape Judzis pendens, 

+ Tertullian reckons the fe@ of the Chriftions inter li- 
 eitas fattionss. Ap. ¢. 38, 


- 
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the preternatural dankeng at the. ein oie 
of Chrift.—You know, Sir, that feveral learn- 
ed men are. of « opinion, that profane hiftory i ig 
not filent upon this Aubje& 5 I will, _ however, © 
put their authority for the prefent quite out of : 
the queftion. I will neither trouble you with 
the teftimony of Phlegon, nor. with the appeal 
of Tertullian to the public regifters of the ~ 
Romans ; but meeting you upon your own 
ground, and granting yéu every thing you” 
defire, Fe will endeavour, from a fair and can- 
did examination of the hiftory of this. event, ee 
to. fugget a doubt, at leaft, to “your. mind, — 
whether this. was the greateft phenomenon, te 
i to ) which the mortal ee has been punks, fince 


5 84. ‘Matthew ce ee S 
7 ‘the fi ixth hour there was dark- . 
ae land eae Le nine hours Se 


ne one Le Ae land nbel ie | 

| ) ye it was about the fix xth 

hour, and there “was darknefs over all the car th 

| the hours 3 and the fun was darkened, ve 

‘The three Evangelifls agree, that there: “was 5 ae 
| | _darknete 5 48 
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darknefs satan they agree in the extent Sof the 
darknefs: For it is the fanie expreffion in the 
original, which onr tranflators have rendered 
earth in Luke, and land in the two other ac- 


counts ; and they agree in the duration of the ~ 


darknefs ; it lafted three hours:—Luke adds a 
particulat circumftance, that the fur was dark- 
ened. I do not know, whether this event bé 
any where elfe. mentioned in {cripture, fo’that 
our enquiry can neither eg extenfive nor diffs 
dult. : 
In philofophical propriety ‘of — darlé- 
nefs confifts in the total abfence of light, and 
“admits of no degrees ; however, in the more 
€ommion ac¢eptation of the word, there. are de- 
grees of darknefs,; as well as of light ; and as 
the Evangelifts have faid nothing, by which the 
particular degree of darknefs éan be determin- 
ed, we have as much reafon to fuppofe | it was 
: flight, as you have that it was. exceffive ; butif 
it was flight, though it had extended itfelf ovet 
the furface of the whole globe, the difficulty of 
its not being recorded by Pliny or Seneca van~ 
ifhes at onces* Do your not perceive, Sit, upop 
what 


* The ee of L’ Evangile de la Ration is miftaken i in 
faying, that the Sores fpeak of a thick darkne/s 3 and. 


that 
i 


ii, 


what 4 flender foundation this mighty a jelion 
is grounded ; when we have only to put you 
upon proving, that the darknefs at the crucis 
fizion was of fo SS a RATE as to have 
ereven of thofe. thick were. nets to seme ee ae 
I do not thean. to. deal fo logically with you ;_ 2 
‘father give. tiie cave to fpare yoti the trouble 
of your. ptoof, aby. proving, or thewing the 
probability at leaft;, of the dire&t . ‘contraty, Bee 
There is a circtitaftance mentioned by St: "Johny ae 
which feems to indicate, that the darknefs was. 2 5G 
not fo exceflive as is ‘generally fuppofed ; for dbo 
Ag probable, that during the continuance of the Be 
darknefs, Jefus. fpoke both to his mother, and 
to his pe See. whom he Aa from, the 


; ip) y 


natu nee 


fake ‘has led. ihith 4 into o another, | into a Bifbelist of 

nt, beca fe it has not been mentioned by the writers 

. shiftoriens: (the' ‘Evangelifts) ontle frontde 
nous ainan qu a fa mort la terre a eté couverte q’ epaiffes — 
tenebres en plein midi et en pleine lune; comme tous les 
-ecrivains de ce tems-lan’ auroient pas ed. un fi ctrange 
“murecle} L’Evan, dela Raif p. ‘90. SS 


* aa 
aN a 
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_ matural datleels which God brought wpon the 
land. of . Egypt; for it is exprefsly “aid; that 
during the continuance of that darknefs, ghey 
faw not one. another. The) expreffion | ino-Sts 


Luke, the fun was darkened; tends rather to con= — 


firm,.than to overthrow this reafoning, vam 
fenfible, this -expreffion | is generally t: thought 
equivalent to another+—the fun Aas e¢lipfedy—- 
but the Bible i i§ open ‘to'us alksiamd there tan 
“be ‘no-prefumiption, ihrendeavowring ¢ to investi- 
gate the meaning of {cripture for ourfelves. 
Luckily .for the: prefent: argumentation, the 
very phrafe: of the fun’s »being:darkened Securs, 
in fo taany ‘words, icin one other place, 
z (and ‘in’ only: one) of the New Teftament;.and 
S from that place, you may pofibly fee reafon to 
imagine, that the darknefs might. not, perhaps, 
have Been fo- intenfe,’as as to ‘deferve. the ‘ph 
ticular’ notice’of the Roman nateralifts Ay 

: che opened the: bottomle/s pity “and. here arofe 74 
| Fnoke out Of the pit, as ‘the fmoke of agreat fur 

RACE, and ‘the: fun. was day ‘kened,* and theairs by 
 Feafon: of the fmoke ofthe pits Tf. wwe fhould fay, | 
that: the’ fin at the crucifixion was obnubilated, 


i 


m x . Py 7 
ae Ad . : eRe Ne ieee Hay — 


‘x 
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and darkened by the intervention of clouds, a¢- + 
it is here reprefented to be by the intervens ‘s 
tion of a fmoke, like the fmoke of a furs 
aiace, 1 do not fee what. you. could objegt 
"to our accolint 5 but fuch a phenomenon has 
furely rio right to bé eftecmed the —— 
that mortal éye has ever beheld. I may be - 
iniftaken i in this. interpretation ; but I have nd— 
defign to inifreprefent the fa&, in’ order io 
get rid of adifficulty ; the darknefs may have 
been as intenfe as many commentators have fup- _ : 
pofed it; but neither they nor you can proveit . 
was fo; andI am furely under. ng. ees, 
upon this occafion, of granting you, out of — 
deference to any commentator, what you can 


neither. prove nor render probable. se a ae ee 2 
. ; yo aig peteek: cous think, that Meus a 


ey portion. oo the: chen is te we cee of pe > 
land of Judah; of the land of Ifrael, of the 
land of Zabulon, and of the land Nephtha- * 
lim; and it may very properly, I conceive, 
be tranflaed in the place in nes by Re- ; : 
gions ¥ 


> ae 


ae 
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gion. But why fhould all the world take no- 
tice ofadarknefs, which extended itfelf for a 
few miles about Jerufalem, and lafted but 
three hours ? The Italians, efpecially, had no 
1eafon to remark the event as fingular ; fince 
they were accuftomed, at that time, as they 
are at prefent, to fee the neighbouring re- 
gions fo darkened for. days -together by the 
eruptions of Etna and Vefuvius, that no man 
could know his neighbour *. We learn from 


the fcripture account, that an earthquake ac- | 
companied this darknefs; and a dark cloud-— 


eed fky, I apprehend, very frequently precedes 
an earthquake; but its extent is not great, 


nor is its intenfenefs exceffive, nor is the pha- — 
nomenon itfelf fo unufual, as not commonly | 


to pafs unnoticed in ages of {cience and hiftory. 


I fear, I may be liable to ‘mifreprefentation — 


in this place ; but I beg it may be obferved, 
that however flight in degree, or however con- _ 
fined in extent, the darknefs at the crucifixion 


Sak, 


~ 


_ may have beens I am of opinion, that the power oF 


ee si God 


* —_nos autem tenebras cogitemus tantas, quantz quon- 


dam eruptione Etnzorum ignium finitimas régaones obfcu- _ 


ravife dicuntur, ut per biduum nemo hominem’ homo — 


agnofceret. Cic. de Nat. Deo. L. 2.—And Pliny, in de- 

fcribing the eruption of Vefuvius, which fuffocated his 

uncle, fays,—Dies alibi, illic nex emnibus nofibus ni- 
grior denfiorgee, 
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God was as fupernaturally exerted in its produc- 
tion, and in ‘that of the earthquake which ace 
companied it, as in the opening of the graves, 
and the refurrection of the faints, which follow~ 
ed the refurre&tion of Chrift. ae, 
In another place, you feem not. to. ion 
© that Pontius Pilate informed the emperor 
of the unjuft fentence of death, which he had 
pronounced againft-an innocent perfon :” And 
‘the fame reafon which made him filent as ta 
the death, ought, one would fuppofe, to have 
made him filent as to the miraculous events, 
which accompanied i it: And. if, Pilate, i inhis. dik, Ne 
patches to the emperor, tran{mitted no account 
of the darknefs (how. great foever. you fuppofe i it 
to. have been) which happened i in a diftant Pro: 
ae vince oe cannot apprehend, } that the report of it 
gould haveever genet is taal eredit at Rees as se 


3 na Denie 98, ee 
: . fn, eee. 
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cee §S ye Rg : fs is pare A : si 


| MEAN not to detain you 
Jong: with my remarks upon your fixteenth 
chapter; for in a+ fhort ‘Apology. for Chriftiani- 
ty, it cannot be expeéted that I fhould apolo- 
gize at length, for the indifcretions of the firft 
‘Chriftians. Nor have I any difpofition to reap 
a malicious pleafure, from exaggerating, » what 
om you have had fo much goodnatured pleafure i in 
: extenuating, the truculent es eli ic their : 
Roman perfecutors. * ies 
M. pve Vortarire has” ‘embraced every “op 
portunity of contrafting the perfecut per. . 
of the Chriftians with the mild tolera ce of t the 
ancient heathens ; ; and I never réad_ a: page of h his. 


upon this fubjett, without thinking Chrittianity | s ee 
‘materially, if not intentionally, obliged to him, a 


for his endeavour to deprefs the lofty fpirit OF. 
feligious b: gotry. I may with juftice pay the 
te compliment to you; and I do it with fin- 

tat A 2 Cee ; 


106 WATSON*s APY OLG CY 


cerity ; hear tily withing, that in the profecution ie 
of your work, you may render every {pecies of 
intolerance univerfally deteftable. There is no 
reafon why you fhould abate the afperity of 
your inveétive; fince no one can fufpe& you. 
of a defign to traduce Chriftianity, under the’ 


guife of a zeal againft perfecution; or if any 


one thou! d be fo fimple, he need but open the 
Gofpel to be convinced, that fuch a fcheme is 
too palpably abfurd, to have ever entered the 
head of any fenfible and impartial. man. 

I wisn, for the- credit of human nature, that 
I could find reafon to agree with you, in what, 
you have {aid of the 66 univerfal toleration of 


Polytheifm ; F of the mild indifference of antiqui- ae | 


ty > of the Roman. Princes beholding, without, 
| concern, a thoufand forms of religion fubfifting — 

in | peace under their gentle fway. * But there are 
fome paff ages i in the Roman hiftory, which make ; 
mehefitate atleatti in this point; and almoft induce 


ae me to. believe, that ‘the Romans were exceed- 


eae not. 


ingly jealous. of all foreign religions, whether | 
they were Ae oe with sminoral manners ‘ 
Ir was s the Roman suber nee to invite the 
tutelary gods of the nations, which they i intended a 
eb oy 


FOR CHRISTIANITY. 101 


to fubdue, to abandon their charge ;° and to 
promife them the fame, or even-a more auguft 
worfhip, in the city of Rome ;* and their tri- 
umphs were graced as much with the exhibition 
ef their captive-gods, as with the lefs humane 
one of their captive kings.t . But this cuftom, 
though it filled the city with hundreds of gods 
of every country, denomination and quality, 
cannot be brought as a proof of Roman tolera- 
tion; it may indicate the excefs of their vanity, 
the extent of their fuperftition, or the refine- 
ment of their policy 5 ‘but it can never thew, 
that the religion of individuals, when it differ- 
ed from public wifdom, was either connived re 
-as a matter of indifference, ‘or tolerated as an 
inalienable right of human nature. =e 
Upon another occafion, you, Sir, have PRE 
_. ferred to Livy, as relating the introdu@ion and 
fuppreffion of the rites of Bacchus ;_ and in 
that very place we find him confeffing, that the 
prohibiting all foreign religions, and the abol- — 
* In oppugnationibus, ante omnia folitum a Romanis 
Sacerdotibus evocari Deum, cujus in tutelaid oppidum cf-- 
fet ; promittique ili eundem, aut ampliorem apud Roma- __ 
mos cultum. Plin. Nat. Hift. L. 38, C. iv. 
-~ + Romatriumphantis quotiens Ducis inclita currum 


' .Plaufibus excepit, totiens altaria Divim 
. Addidit fpoliis fbimet nova numina fecit. - Prudens 


N 
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hing every mode of factifice which differed 
fromthe Roman thode, was 4 bafinefs frequent- 
ly éntrufted by their anceftors to'tlie care of tht 
proper tmagiftrates ; ; and he gives this reafon for 
the procedure, That néthing could ‘contribute 
nore effe@ually to the ruin of religion, than 
the facrificing * after an external rite, and not. 
after the mantiér inflituted by their fathers.* _ 
Nor thirty years before this event, the Pre- 
tor, in conformity to a ‘decree of the Senate, 
had iffed an edi@— that no one fhould prefumé 
to facrifice in any public place after a new or 
foreign manner.t And in a fiill ‘more early 
‘period, ‘the Adiles had been cormanded - to 


take care, that no ¢ods were worfhipped, ee 


cept 2 Roman socket and Mise the Roman gods 


9) Bideshoe: patrum_ avorumque. wtate negotium off es 
pus datum, ‘ut facra externa fieri vetarent ? facri- 
que foro, ‘circo, urbe prohiberent | 2? vaticinos 
‘ong rerent comburerentque : ? omnem - difciplinam fa- 
‘ preterquam, more. Romano, abolérent ?. Judi- 
a cabant ° ntia prudentiflimi virt omnis divini humanique 
_ juns, nihil eque diffolvendz religionis effe, quam ubi non’ . 
patrio, fed’ externo ritu pie ip ated . L, xxxix, C, 
VIR | 
+ Ut quicumque Fibs ipatsevnti spisctarapie, aut artem 
‘facrificandi confcriptam haberet, eos libros omnes literaf. 
que ad fe ante Kaléendas Apr iles deferret': neu ‘quis 
lico facrove loco, novo aut externe rit facrificaret, 
Le XXVe Ge a ‘ ‘ 3 


‘were a 


aks 
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were worlhipped after no manner, ‘but the ef: 
tablifhed manner of the country. * 
Bur to come nearer to the times of which 
you aré writing. In Dion Caffius you may 
ineet with a great tourtier, one of the interior 
cabinet, © and a polifhed flatefman, in a fet 
fpeech, iwpon the moft momentous fubje&, “ex- 
prefling himfelf to the Emperor, in a manner 
agreeable enough to the pra€tice of antiquity, 
but utterly i inconfiNent with the moft remote 
idea of réligious toleration. The ‘fpeech al- 
luded to contains, I confefs it, nothing 3 more 
than the advice of an individual ; but it ought 
to be remembered, that that individual - was 
Maecenas, that the advice was given to Auguf- 
tus, and that the océafion of giving it was no 
lefs important. than the fettling the form of the . 
Roman government. | He’ recommends | it to- 
Cefar, to worfhip the gods himfelf, according | 
to the eftablifhed form ; and to force all others 
to do the fame; and to hate and to punifh all 
thofe who fhould cerry to introduce foreign 
ne, HA ; _teligions ; 


nid Datum Bide négotium “Raiibas, ut DP hdberatege 
Weasel qui, nifi Remani Di neu aus alio more, quam patrio: 


iene a hen Lav. ©. 30%, 


fant Fn ce take 
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religions + Nay, he bids him, in the famé 


place, have ari eye upon the philofophers alfo ;° 


fo that, free thinking, free’ fpeaking, at leaft, 
upon réligious matters, was not quite fo fafe 


under the gentle fway. of the Roman princes, ~ 


as, thank God, it is under the much more gen- 
tle government of our own. 


Ix the. Edi@ of Toleration publithed. by 


Galerius, after fix years unremitted perfecution 
of the Chriftians, we perceive his motive 
for perfecution | to have been the. fame 


with that which had influenced’ the conduc 


of the more ancient Romans, an abhorrence of 


all innovations in religion. You have favour- 


ed us with the tranflation of | this edi@, in which 
he fays—s we were particularly defirous of 


Ras 2 into the MAY of reafon and na- @ 


; Ge 4 Polytheitie pecan « « ‘the es. 


Chriftians, who had renounced the: religion ; 


and ‘ceremonies inftituted by their fathers” a 
this is the precife language of Livy, defcrib- 


“ing a. perfecution of a foreign religion | three 


ie his a: turba era’ nec aye 


= pr q 

a Tavee re bro 0 went, Kat ‘wgooer 0 pty Seley y 
autos Te abou, nate Tx BAT ett, “LI TOUS wAAOUS TH 
ros Se On EeniGovrors ri crest oro. nee proes Mout whahse si 


L. 52. 


Shae Nl ae ee 


? 


fhip.* 


ed religion to be in any. danger. 


; Ding Tw 
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cuntium nec Precantium ‘Deos patrio more.— 


“And the very expedient of forcing the Chrif- 


tians to deliver up their religious books, 


which was ptaGifed in this perfecution, and 
‘which Mefheim attributes to the advice of 


Hierotles, and you to that sof the philofos 
phers of thofe times, feems clear to me; 


from the places in Livy before quoted, to | 


have been nothing but an old piece of ftate 
policy, to which the Romans had ‘récourfey 
as often as they apprehended their eftablifh- 

In the preamble of the letter of toleration, 
which the emperor Maximin reluétantly wrote 


to Sabinus about a year after the publica~ 
tion of Galerius’ Edia, there isa plain avow-' 


al of the reafons, which induced Galerius and 
Diocletian to commence their perfecution; 
they had feen the temples of the gods for- 


faken, and. were determined | by the feverity 


of punifhment to’ reclaim men to their wor- 


I N 
© Suvedov axe ATT AS erSgumes, xalaripbeans rns raw Ses . 


vel THY Histavwy EALTES TYAAEDIKOTAS. Oebus 


awvzywonoarles eo Brrw xoracer noe Tysmoin ee ene Ognanecxs 
WE ue | aoaroDnvas Eufeb. Lib, ix, C. 4 4. 
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in thort, the fy ftem itecdinidnald by Mé&s 
@enas, of forcing every peérfon to be of the. 
‘emperor's religion, and of hating and punifh- 
ing every imnovator, tontained no néw doc: - 
trine 5 it was correfpondent to the praBiicd | 
of ‘the ‘Roman fenate, in the tmoft illuftrious © 
tinies “of the republic ; 3 and feems to have been © 
generally adopted by the ‘emperors, in their 
‘tedtiient of Chriftians, whilff they themfelves : 
‘were: Pagans; and in their treatment o oa 
‘gans, after they themfelves ‘Deeame Chrif: 
tans; and if any one thould Be willing to 
derive thofe laws- againft Heretics: (which a 
are fo abhorrent from the mild fpitit of the 3 
sofpel, and fo ‘reptoachful to the Ronan Code) ae 
“from ‘the blin isin of the hep én- 


a. be pro uced in rua ee his ects tite ia : 
. Bor La am: ales to have taid fe mee it 


a Pate the feveri e- the Reaiie twee ot 
py oes a have: remarked, Ait was ioe a 


‘€ eu ike oly, ae Saul Gaul 1 r 


: aoe. 


2 
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é 
the underftanding either of the philofephic, 
er ‘of the believing part of the Pagan world.” | 
How is this, Six? are the arguments for lik 
_berty- of confcience fo ‘exceedingly ‘incon- 
‘clufive, that youthink them iheapable of reach: 
ang ‘the’ underftanding, even of philofophers ? 
‘A ‘captious adverfary would embrace — with 
‘avidity the opportunity this paffage affords 
him, ‘of blotting your charaéter with the odious 
flain of being a ‘perfecutor; a fain, which 
‘nO {earning €an Wipe out, whieh no genit 
‘or ability can “tender amiable, T am Tartrom 
‘entertaining fuch ‘an. opinion of | your princi+ 
ples ; 7 bet, ‘this conélufion feenis ‘fairly ‘de- : 
‘duicible frori what you have faid,—that the 
“fainds of the Pagans were fo ‘pre-occupied 
with the notions of forcing, and hating, and -pu- 
nifhing thofe, who differed from them in 
‘teligion, that. arguments | for the inalienable 
tights of -confcience, which would have ‘con- 
vinced | yourfelf and every philofopher i in ‘Eu. = 


‘Tope, and ftaggered the refolution of an SS 


“quifitor, were ‘incapable of reaching their un- 
derftandings, or. making any ‘impreffion on 
“their” hearts; and you might, perhaps, have - 
— vyoorlelt fome perplexity, in the in- 

ad veltigation 
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véltigation of the’ motives, #hich induced the 
Roman empetors to perfecute, and the Ro- 
man people to haté the Chfiftians, if you 
had not overlooked the true one, and adopt- 
ed with tod Breat facility the erroneous 
idea of the extreme tolerance of Pagan Rome. 


THs Chriftians, you. dblerve, were accuf- — 
ed of -atheifm : And i it muft be ‘owned, that 


they 1 were the greateft of all atheifts, i in the opi- 


nion of the polytheitts ; for; infead of He- - 
fiod’s thirty, thoufand | gods, they ould not 
be brought to acknowledge above one ; and_ 


| even that one they refufed, at the hazard of 


their lives, to blafpheme with the appellation 


of Jupiter. But is it tot fomewhat fingular, 
that the. pretenfi ions of the Chriftians tod con= 


flant intercourfe with fuperior beings, in the de 


working of ‘miracles, fhould have been a prin. 
“cipal caufe of converting to their faith, thofe 


who branded them | with, the imputation of 


Nii 


atheifm ? ee co 


DOT ae were aeenled: too of tothe dan- 


“getous: confpiracies | againft the ftate :-—This 
accufation, you own, was as unjuft as the 
preceding ; 3 but there feems to have been a 


peculiar hardthip in the: fituation of the Chrif- 


tans 5 
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tians ; fince the very farhe men, who thought 
- them dangerous to the ftate, on account of 
their confpiracies ; condemned them, as you 
have obferved, for not interfering in its con- 
-eerns; for their criminal difregard to the bu- 
finefs of war and government 5 and for their 
entertaining doftrines, which were fuppofed 
* to prohibit them from affuming the cha- 
yaGter of foldiers, of magiftrates, and of 
say princes 3 MED, Such as thefe, would have 
made but poor confpirators. 

Tuey. were accufed, laftly, of the molt 
horrid. crimes :—This accufation, it is con- 
-feffed, was mere calumny; yet, as calumny 
is generally more extenfive in its influence 
than truth, perhaps this” calumny might be 
more powerful in ftopping the, progrefs of 
Chbriftianity, than the virtues of the Chriftians 
were in ‘promoting it: And, ia truth, Ori- 
gen obferves, that the ‘Chriftians, on account 
of the crimes which were malicioufly laid to 
their charge, ‘were held in fuch abhorrence, _ 
that no one would fo much as {peak to them. 
It may~be worth while to remark from him, 
that the Jews, in the very beginning of Chrif- 
- tianity, were ais authors of all thofe calum- 


eae Nett ; : nies, 
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nies, which Celfus afterwards took fuch great 
delight in urging againft the Chriftians, and 
which you have mentioned with aoe a 
precifion.* spi 

Ir is no. improbable hice itn on 
glavaeiing, manner, in which the perfecuting 


{pirit of the Jews and Gentiles obliged the - 


Chriftians to celebrate their. Eucharift, toge- 
ther with the expreffions of eating the body, 
and drinking the blood of Chrift, which were 


ufed in its: inftitution, and the cuftom oF mM. 


parting a kifs of charity to. each other, and 
of. calling each other by the appellations: OF © 
brother and filer,t gave. occafions to their 


enemies to invent, and induced. carelefs. ohn 


fervers to believe, all the odious things which 


were fad aaeinl the Chriftians. ra ee 


Hig aise neta Ea ne OU 


e Videtur ae *feciife. nace ea ae titel qui 2 


fab: Chriftianifmi initium errorem fparfere, quaft ejus fecs 
tz homines. ma&tati pueri vefcerentur carnibus ; et uod, 
quoties. eis libeat operam. dare occultis libidinibus, extinc. 


= to jumine conftupret, quam quifque naétus fuerit. , Quz 


falfa et iniqua “opinio ‘dudum valde multos a-religione © 
oftra alienos. tenuit 4. perfuafos, quod. tales fint Chriftia- . : 


ni 3 et ad hoc temporis nonullos fallit : quia ea de cau- 
fa Chriftianos ‘averfantur, ut neéc- ‘fimplex. colloquiura 


eum. cis habere -velint. Orig. con. Cel. : Ait wie 0 
+ The Romans uled thefe. expreflions i in fo impure a _ S 


fohfe,- that” Martial calls them, Nomina nequiora, oo 
ys aves IV. ES i ares eaies 


tyke 
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‘» You have difplayed at length, in exprefiive 
dition, the accufations of the enemies, of 
Chriftianity ;. and you bave told ug of the 
imprudent defence, by which the Chriftians 
vindicated the purity of their morals; and 
you have huddled “up in a fhort note (which 
: many a reader will never fee) the teftimony 
ef Pliny to their innocence’; permit me to 
do the: ‘Chriftians a ligtle juttice, by ea 
| ducing in their -caufe the’ whole truth. “—" 
Between feventy and eighty years after 
the death of Chrift, Pliny had occafion ta con~ 
fult the emperor Trajan, concerning the man- 
- per in which he fhould treat the Chriftians 5 
it feems as if there had been judicial pro- 
oe ceedings - againft them,- though Pliny had ne- 
ver happencd to attend any of them. He 
knew, indeed, that — men were to be punifh- 
ed for being Chriftians, or he would not, as 
a fenfible magiftrate, have. received the ac-_ 
cufations of legal, much lefs of illegal anony- 
mous informers againft them 5 nor would he, | 
before he wrote to the ‘emperor, have put 
“to death thofe, whom his threats could not 
hinder from perfevering in their confeffion, 
| that they were Chriftians, His harfh manner 
; af 
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of proceeding “in an office the moft. re- 
pugnant to his’ humanity,” had made many 
apoftatize from their profeffion; perfons of this 


complexion, were well fitted to inform him | 
of every thing - ‘they “knew — ‘concerning. the 
Chriftians ; ‘accordingly he examined them ; ; 
but not one of them accufed the Chriftians: 
of any-other crime, than of praying to. Chrift, 


as to fome God, and of binding themfelves 
by an oath, not tobe guilty of any wicked, 
nefs. Not contented with this information, 
he put two maid fervants, whigh were call. 


ed minifters, — to the torture ; but even the 
rack could not extort from the “imbecility 
of the fex a confeffion of * any crime, any: 
account different from. that which the apof. 
tates had voluntarily given; not a word do — 


we find of their feafting upon murdered in- 


fants, or OF: their mixing ‘in inceftuous com< 


merce. _ After all his pains, Pliny pronounced 
the meal of the Chriftians to be promifcwous 
| and Unnocent ¢ ‘Perfons: of both fexes, of all 


agess: and of every condition, affembled pror 


mifcuoufly together: There was nothing. for 


chaftity. to blufh at, or for humanity 1 to thud, p 
der at, in thefe meetings ; there was. no fee ea 


egret, 


BN ee eT Oe te ae 
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creét initiation of profelytes by abhorred rites ; 


but they eat a’ promifcuous: meal in: Chrif- 
tian charity; and with: the moft merce inno=" 


cence, * sh SE SR ESS oS 
ANE Aceh en, faults, ahen the Chriftians ay 
have been. guilty: of ‘in after times-; though 


you, could. produce to us a thoufand ambi-' 


tious. prelates of Carthage, or fenfual ones-of 
Antioch, and ‘blot. ten thoufand pages with the _ 
“ishpurities” of the Chriftian clergy ; yet at. this” 
period, whilft the memoty of Chrift and: his. 
| Apoftles was freth in their minds; or, in the 
more emphatic language of Jerome, ¢t whilft, 
the blood of our Lord was warm, and recent: 
faith was: fervent in the: believers ;” we have’ 
the. greatel reafon to conclude, that they were. 


eminently diftinguifhed for the ‘probity’ and: 


the purity of. their lives.: Had there been. 
but; a. Shadow of: a crime in their: pllomibheds 


ne 


~ 5 a 4 WR R a oo Yee ; F : ct > <09 a” 
talons sf howe? ey ” ee ‘ Send eer: Be: De aati i ra ps, Ht: 


- * SN gp miter: hane faiste facon Ral "cutie 
pe fux, vel’ erroris; quod effent foliti’ ftato die“ante tu-- 
cem convenire : carmenque, Chrifto, ‘quafi Deo, dicere ° 
fecurn‘invicem : ‘f{éque fatramento non in fectus aliquod. 
obftringere, fed ne furta, ne ‘latrocinia, ne adulteria * ‘com-i 
mitterent, ne fidem. fallerent, — ne d ofitum appellati ab- 
negarent :. quibus: peractis, morem fbi ‘diftedendi fuifle, 
rurfufque ¢ coeundi ad capiendum. cibum, Promefcaem: tax 
men} ¢! invoxtiim. Plin, Epif. xcvii, Lib, x, 


AMS 


/ 


e humanity. 
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it mult have been detefted by the. induftriu 
ous fearch of the. intelligent Pliny’; and itis 
% matter of real furprize,. that: no: one of the’ 
apoftates thought of paying court to the go~ 
vernor,, by a fale: teftimiony ; _efpeciallys as the: 
apoftacy feems to; have: been exceeding genes: 
tal; fince the. temples, which had: es ab 
moft. deferteds . began. again to be frequent~ 
ed. ; and the viétims, for which a little time. 
before f{carce, a purchafer was to be foundy ; 
began again, every where: to. be bought ups 
‘This,. Sir, is: a valuable. ‘teftimony in. our 
| favour 3 rf it is not that of a declaiming apow 
Fogifl, of a deluding, prieft,, or off a: deluded 

paler of an, orthodox Bithop, or of anys 
. of the molt pious. of mens” the Chriftians:;: 
but itis that of a Roman; ‘magiftrate, philo- 

- fepher, and,lawyer who. cannot be fuppofed z 
to. have wanted, inclination: to. deteGt:, the ing 
moralities, or the confpiracies of the: Chrif~ - 
tians ; fince, i in his treatment of them, he had: 
ftretched the: authority. of his: offices, and: viox 
lated® alike, ist eve “Of bur cilities an, dof 


Wits. ‘ik tetinidng ve na aie 
bse for . have'no difpofition. ta, Black- 
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én the chara&ter you have given of: Nero; 
or to leffen the humanity of the Roman ma- 
giltrates’; or to magnify the number of Chrift 
tians;- or of martyrs';' or to undertake: the 
defence of a few’ fanatics, who by their ins: 
judicious: zeal brought ruin’ upon’ themfelvesy 
and difgrace upon their profeffion: © s may: 
itot probably have: convinced you, that you 
are Wrong in! any’ thing,’ which: you: have ad= 
vanced ; or that the: authors you have’ quot 
ed, will not: fupport you in: the’ inferences: 
you have drawn: from: their works’; or that — 
Chriftianity ought to be re 
its corruptions; yet I may, perhaps, have: 
Had’ the good fortune to Jeffen, in the minds’ 
6f' others, fome’ of that diflike to: the’ Chrif. 
tian religion, which'the perufal of your book 
‘ad’ unhappily” excited. I have touched: but’ 
upon general topics ; for I fhould' have’ wea- 
ried out your patience, to fay nothing of my 
réaders’, or my own, had I enlarged upon 
every’ ‘thing in” which I diffent’ from you; and’ 
“a minute examination of your work would; 
_ moreover, have had’ the Say i a Jgvs 
tious: difpofition to defcend into ‘illib 
fonalities ; and might have paRict a cer- 
2 aes : Pe ee tein 
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tain acrimony of -fentiment or. expreffion;, 
which. may be» ferviceable in fupplying the 
place of argument, or adding a zeft to a-dull 
compofition; but has nothing to do with the. 
inveftigation of truth. | _ Sorry. Shall. re beyciity 
what I have. writtens: fhould give the leaft; 
interruption to the profecution of the great: . 
work, in which you: are. engaged ; the world, — 
is now. polleHted: “of the ‘opinion of us bothy. 

upon. the fabje& in queftion ; and. it May. 


perhaps, be proper for us both to leave it, 


in this ftate; I fay not this, from any -back-. 

wardnefs to acknowledge my miftakes, when, . 
“Lam convinced - that I am. im an error; but; 3 
to exprefs the almoft infuperable feucengeye 

which: I. feel to the bandying. abufive argu-. 
ment, in public controverfy : It is not, in good, 
truth, a difficult tafk, to, chaftife the froward. 
_ petulance of -thofe, - who miftake perfonal. in- 
veélive for -reafoning, and clumfy banter for 


ingenuity ; ; but it is a dirty. bufinefs at belt, 


and. fhould never be undertaken. by a man, 

a of vany temper, except when the interefts of 
—trath: may. fuffer by his negle@. Nothing. ay 

this. nature, I am fenfible, is to be expefted. _ 
from you ; and if any begs of the kind has” 3 

ys alge oe Sate 


“FOR ‘CHRISTIANITY: “427 


happened to efcape myfelf, Thereby difclaim 
‘the intention of faying” it, and heartily with 
it unfaid, | 

Wir you permit me, Sir, through this 
channel (I may not, perhaps, have -another 
fo good opportunity of doing it) to addrefs 
a few words? not to yourfelf, but to a fet 
of men, who difturb all ferious company with 
their profane declamation againit Chriftiani- 
Ay and who having picked up in their tra~ 
-yels, or the writings of the deifts, ‘a few flim. 
fy. objetions, infe& with their ighorant and 
irreverent ridicule ‘the mgenuous minds of the 
‘giling Snes 


5 : eee : 5 Ms: ; ee 5) ue <5 - 
win 5 Aer ey ) o4 GENTLEMEN, 
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GENTLEMEN, 


“Surrosr “the” “mighty” “work lisp 
the ‘crofs trampled upon, Chriftianity - every 
where proferibed, and the religion of Nature 
‘once: more ‘become “the religion of ‘Europe 5 4 
“what advantage -will you have derived to your : 
country, or to yourfelves, from the exchange ? 
- ‘know your anfwer—you » will have f freed the. 
world from the hypocrify of Priefts, and the ty- | 
: ranny of Superttition. —No ; 3 you forget that 
‘Lycurgus,, and Numa, and Odin, ‘and ‘“Mango- 
Copac, and all the ‘great le gillators of ancient and, 
modern. ftory, have been of. opinion, that the. 
affairs of civil fociety could not well be con~ 
du€ted without Some religion ; you muft of ne- 

ceflity introduce a priefthood, with, probably, ; 
as much hypocrify ; ; a religion, with, affuredly, 
| more | fuperftition, than that which you now re- 
‘probate with fick indecentand ill -groundedcon- 
tempt. But I will tell you from what you | will 
have freed the world ; you will have freed it 
from i its abhorrence ofvice,and from every pow- 


erful | 


AY 
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exful incentive to virtue ; you will, with the 
#eligion, have brought back the depraved mo- _ 
gality of Paganifm ; you willhave robbed man- 
kind of their firm affurance of another life; 
and thereby you will have defpoiled them of 
their patience,’ of their humility, of their charity, 
of their chaftity, of all thofe mild and filent vire 
tues, which (however defpicable they may ap- 
+ in-your eyes) are the only ones which meli- 
‘orate and fublime ournature. which h Paganifin 
mever knew, which fpring from Chriftianity 
alone, which door. might conftitute our _tom- 
fort inthis life, and without the poffeffion of 
which, another life, if after all there fhould hap- 
pen to be one, muft (unlefs a miracle be exerted 
‘in the alteration of our difpofition) be more | 
vicious and more miferable than this is. 
- Prrnaps you will contend, that the univerfat f 
right of reafon, that the truth and fitnefs of 


things, are of themfelves fufficient to exalt the x 


nature, ‘and. regulate the manners of mankind. 

‘Shall we never have done with this _groundlefs 

commendation of natural law § ? Look into the 

firft chapter of Paul’s Epifile to the Romans, 

and you will fee the extent of its influence over 
the Gentiles of thofe days ; or if you diflike 

Me , J o Paul's 


a 


ae fic non intelligo quid: inter fat ity utr memo fee it fapip | ; 
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Paul's authority, and the manners of: antiquityy 
look into the more -admired. accounts of mo- 
dern V.oyagers ; and examine its, influence over 
the Pagans of our own: times, over the fenfual 
inhabitants of Otahité, over the Cannibals, of 


New. Zealand, or. the, remorfelefs, Savages.of 


America. _ But thefe. men are..Barbarians:—- — 
Your law of nature, notwithftanding, extends 
even to ‘them s—But they have mifufed theix 
reafon satthey . haye. then the more need of,. -and 
would be. the more thankful for. that. reyelation, 
“which you, with, an ignorant. and faftidious felf- 
{ufficiency,. deem ufelefs. —But, they. might of 
_themf lves,, af they thought fit, become wife tf 
virtuous.—I an{wer with, Giceray,.4 ut - nikal, | 
tereft, urum nemo valeat, . an nemo. valere pofft. its 


ethene Ge POR sais i sie poi eee 
TuEse however, you will think, are extraor, 

Bina inflances ; and that we ought not from 

thefe, to take, our meafure of the excellency of 


the ; aw of nature ; but rather from the civilized 
of China and i Japans. or from. the nations 


Cea are Zest 


yh i was heat ori in ee corti oper mea 
to ° fay, that by the law of nature, which you arp 
1S * . defiroys 


~ defirous of fubftituting in the room ofthe gol 
| ‘pel; you do ‘ot underftand thofe rules’ of con, 
‘dues: whichian individual, ‘abftraGed from the ~*~ 
‘community, and ‘deprived ‘of the’ inftitution | ‘of 
mankind; could excogitate for” himfelf’s but 
fach: ‘a fyftem of precepts, as the moft enlighten- 
ed-meén of the moft enlightetied ages have’ re- 
commended to our obfervatice. ° Where do'you ~ 
find this: fyftem?» We cannot meet with it in the 
works of Stobxus, ‘orcthe Scythian Anacharfis, 
nor in thofe of, Plato or Cicero, nor in thofe of 
the Empe roy Antoninus; or théiflave Epifetus ; 
_. for we aré perfuaded, that the: moft' animated 
coufiderations: Of the-agers», and: the honefiwms of 
the beauty of. virtue, and the fitnefs of things, 
3 are not able to furnifh, even a. Brutus, ‘himfelf, 
with permangnt. principles of, aftion; 3) much lef 
are they able to;purify the polluted recefles.of a 
Vitiated heart, to curb, the-irre gularity) of | appe- 
tikes or reflrain the impetuofity, of paffionin 
common men. If you, order us.to examine,the 
works of Grotius, or. Puffendorf, (of Burla~ 
: -maqui, or Hutehinfoo, for, what you. underftand — 
by the Jaw of nature ue we. apprchend that you 
are in ee great errors in et ais your notions .of 
‘natural law, as difeoverable by natural xcafon, 
~~ From 
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from the-elegant fyflems.of it, which have beex 
drawn up by Chriftian Philofophers; fince they 
have all laid their foundations, either tacitly or 
exprefsly, upon a principle derived from reve+ 


fation, a sthorough knowledge of the ‘Being - 


and attributes af God; and even thofe among — 
yourfelves, who: ngeting. Chriftianity filleons 
tinue. Theifts, are indebted, tonevelation: (whe- 
ther. you are either aware of, or. difpofed toate 
Knowledge the debi, or not). for: thofe- fublime 
fpeculations concerning the Deity, which — you. ! 
have fondly attributed to the. excellency of your 
qwnounaflifted reafon, Ifyou would know the _ 
real “genius of natural: daw, and how far it can : 
proceed i inithe inveftigation or enforcement of : 
gnoral, dyties ; 5 “you: muft confult the manners and 
the writings of - thofe, who have never heard of 
either the: Jewith or the Chriftian difpenfation, s 
OF! of thofe other. -manifeftations | of himfelf, 
whieh God -youchfafed- to Adam and to the Pa. 
triarchs, before and after the flaod, Tt would 
perdifficult: perhaps any where, to find a people 
entirely deftitute of traditionary notices, con; : 
“geining a Deity, and of traditionary fears ¢ or ex 


‘pe€tations of another life ; and the morals of x man ae | 


‘Rind | may have; perhaps, been no where quite fo 
. abandoned 
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abandoned as they-would have been, had. they 
been left wholly to themfelves in thefé points < 
However, it is a truth, which cannot be denied, 
bow.much foever it may be lamented, that 
though the generality of mankind have always 
shad fome faint conceptions of God, and his 
; providence ; yet they. have been. always. greatly 
inefficacious 1 in the produgtion of ; good morality, 
and highly derogatory to his, nature, amongit 
all. the “people of | the. “earth, except the 
ews and Chriftians ; ; and fome may_ “per- 
ioe be defirous, of excepting the. Mahometans, 
who derive all that i is, good 1 in their Koranfrom 
Chriftianity. : 
TRE laws concerning juice, and the reparas 
tion of damages, concerning. the fecurity of pro- 
; perty, and t the performance of contraéts ; con- 
eee c in daetha whatever affeas ‘the spot 


: bin by 1 ‘proper + {anion the. ie "enti 
contained 3 
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contained ; and you will have. moreover ‘Car. 
neades, no rhean Philofopher, on your fide j 
who knew of no law of nature, different from 
that which men had inftituted for their common 
utility 5_ ; and which | was various _ according to, 
“the manners ‘of men in ‘different climates, ‘and 
“changeable with a change of times in the fame. 
And, in. truth, in all countries where Paganifm 
has been the eftablithed religion, though a phi- 
lofopher may now and then have ftepped. be- 
BES the paltry prefeript of civil jurifprudence, 
“in his purfuit of virtue ; yet the bulk of man- 
kind have ever been contented with that fcanty 
- pittance of morality, which enabled them to. ef~, 
cape the lafh of civil punifhment : I call ita 
{canty pittance ; becaufe. a.man may be intem- _ 
_perates iniquitous, impious, . a thoufand ways a 
‘ igate. é and a villain, and yet elude the cog- 
niz Zanes and av oid the punifhment of civil laws. 
I AM fenfible, you will be ready to fay, what 
is all. this to the purpofe ? though the bulk of 
‘mankind may never be able to inveftigate. the 
laws, of natural religion, nor difpofed t to Tever~. 
S ence their fan&ions when inveltigated by. others, : 
nar {olicitous about any other ftandard of morak 
reGtitude, than civil legiflation ; yet the incon- — 
veniences ¢ 
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veniencés which may ariel the ea Fe of 
Chriftianity, can be no proof of its truth :—I 
have not produced them, as a proof of its truth; 


but they ate a ftrong and conclufive ptoof, if 


not of i its truth; at leaft of its utility 5 3; and the 
confideration of j its utility, may be a motive to 
yourfelves’ for examining, whether it may not 


chanee to be true ; and it ought to be a reafor 


with every” good. citizen, and with every man of” 
‘found judgment, to keep his opinions to him- 
felf, if from any particular circumftances in his’ 
ftudies, or in his education, he fhould have tke” 


misfortune to think that it is not true. If you. 
‘ca difeover to the rifing generation a better’ 


religion than the Chriftian, one that will r more 
effe&tually animate their hopes, ‘and ‘fubdue 


their paffions, make them better men of better . 


members of fociety, we importune you to pub-’ 

lifh it for their adv antage ; but till you can do 
that, we beg of you not to give the reins to their 
paffions, by inftilling. into their unfufpicious: 
minds your pernicious prejudices : Even now, 
men feruple not, by their lawlefs Juft, to ruin: 


the repofe of private families, and: to ix a ftain 


of infamy upon the nobleff: Even now, they’ 
-hefitate not,” in lifting up a murderous arm: 
oo againft 
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againft the life of their friend, or againft theif 
own, a8 often as the fever of intemperance ftim- 
ulates their refentment ; or the fatiety of an ufe- 
lefs life excites their defpondency : Even now, 
whilft we are perfiaded of a refurre@tion from 
the dead, and of a judgment to come, we find it 
dificult enough to refift the: folicitations.of fenfes, 
and to. efcapé unfpotted from. thé ticentious. 
‘manners of thé world: But what will become 
of our virtue, what. of the confequent peace 
and happinefs of fociety, if you perfuade uss: 
that théré are no fuch things’? in two words,;—~ 
you may ruin yourfelves by your attempt, and. 
you will certainly ruin your re igs poe 
fueselSisis siiz ede ote y : 
Bur the siaistaheraitons oh the imiliiity: of wih 


deligns is not the. only: one, which fhould induce: 


| you to. abandon. it. the argument: ad tuto: ought: 
to be: warily. managed, or it may tend to the 
- filencing our oppolition to any fyftem- of fuper- 
- fhition’ which has had the good: fortune to be 


fan@iified: by public authority 5 ; it’ is, indeedy 
liable to no: obje@ion i in the’ prefent. cafe; we 


do not, however, wholly: rely upon its, cogency. j 
Ie isnot contended, that: Chriftianity: i is to be 
received, “merely becaufe it is ufeful; but be- 


ye! 


$* 


- caufe * 
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éaufe ie ig trie: This you deny, and think 
Your objeGions well grounded; we conceive’ 
them ofiginating in your vanity, your immoral- 
ity, ot your mifapprchehfion: There aré many 
worthlefs do€trines, miany fuperflitious obfér- 
varices, which the fraud’ of folly of mankind 
have every: whete’ atinexed' to Chriftianity (ef 
pecially in the church of Roitte) 4s effential 
| ~~ of it; if you tuke thefé forry’ alpeee 
to Chriftianity, for Chriftianity itfelf, as preac! 
ed by Chrift, and by the Apoftlés ; if you <on- 
found the Roman: with the Chriftian peo gre . 
_ «you quite’ mifepprehend its hature ; and are i 
2 flate fimtilar to'that of men, mentioned™ by ii 
tarehy imhis treatifé of fuperffition ; who flying. 
from fuperftition, leapt over religion, and funk 
. into-downright Atheifm. *—Chriftianity i is not x 
#8ligion- — rein to & ee age > 


ae 


seis Le 4 x bh. eS a4 re 


Pe anes g roar 8 ae i yale 
es ~ 


*: i he Papifine; pin Heian ina Pofthimoite Wark, mw 

eff aux yeux d’ un homme fensé qu’ une pure idolatrie-— 
- nousfomimesétonnes'de l’abfurdité dela religion paienne. 
“Cella de la religion Papifte étonrera bien. & avantage ute 
- jour ta pottérité, —We trift; that day is not ata great dif 
tance, and: deifm will then be buried in the rains of the 
church of Rome; for the taking the fuperftitiony the ava- 
rice; the: ‘arabitiony the intolétance’ of Antichniltianifm: for* 
Chrifianity, has been the great error, UEON 4 which vies ol 
sre Wailt ite fy item ‘both at home and abroad, 


- 
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it. will not conform its precepts to the; loge 
of fafhion ; - itwill not Jeffen. the. deformity, of. 
vice by lenient appellations ; but. calls. Keeping;. 

— oredom ; 3 intrigue, adultery 5, 7 and _duellings: 
murder ; if will not pander, the lutft,it ywill, not- 
licence thes! intemperance of mankind ; it. is,a- 
troublefomie monitor to aan of pleafure 5 and. 
your way. of Jif may have. -made you. quarrel, 
with. your religions As to. your vanity, asa. 
canife of your infidelity, fuffer me. to produce: 
the fentiments of M; 5; Bayle upon that. head:; if 


the AefeFiption does, not; fait, ‘xen cata 


ire Togs: Tiberias, 
a ee reaux, are not greatly perfuaded of 


the truth of what, they. fay: They. have. made 


no deep éxamination ; ; they have learhed. fome, . 
few objeétions, which they aré perpetually ma-. 

king a noife with ; ; they fpeak froma principle of 
_ Sheuetionend give themfelvés the lie in the t time 
) x “Vanity has a greater fhare i in their. 
ves, than confcience ; they” imagine, | that 


the Gingularity. and boldnefs of the opinions ; 
which the Maintain, will give them the repu- 


tation of n men Pies Ds Py, degrees, ee, get’ 


Pape eae 


| mabit, , 
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habit of holding impious difcourfes ; and if their 
‘Vanity, be_accompanied by a voluptuous life, 
their progrefs in that road is the {wifter.’’ * 
5; _ Tue main ftrefs of your objeétions refts 
“hot upon the infufficiency of the external evi- 
dence to the truth of Chriftianity ; for few of 
you, though you may become the future orna- 
ments of the fenate, or of the bar, have ever 
employed an hour i in its examination ; but upon 
the difficulty of the do€trines, contained i in the 
New Teftament : They exceed, you fay, your 
comprehenfion : and you felicitate yourfelves, 
that you are not yet arrived at the true ftandard 
of orthodox faith. ,—credo quia impoffibile. You 
think it would be taking : a fuperfluous trouble, to 
enquire into the nature of the extérnal proofs by 
which Chriftianity i is eftablithed ; fince, i in your 
opinion, the book itfelf carries with j it its own: 
-tefutation. A gentleman as acute, probably, as 
any ‘of you ; ‘and who once believed, perhaps 
~ as little as ahy of you, has drawn a quite differ. 
ent conclufion from the perufal of the New Tef- 
 tament 5 his book (however exceptionable it 
ae be thought i in sh tid parts) exhib- | 


Aa as Sue nag its 


+ Bayle, Hift, Di&. Art. Des-Barreaux, 
K 
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its not only 4 diftinguithed triumph of teafort 
over prejudice, of Chriftianity over Deifm ; 
but it exhibits, what ig infinitély more rare, the 
chara&teér of a man, who has had courage and 
candour enotigh to acknowlédge i oo 
Bur what if there fhould be fome incompre- 
Henfible do@rines in the Chriftian religion § 
fome circumfanees, which in their catifes, or 
their confequences, furpafs. the reach of human 
reafon; are they to be rejefted upon that ac- 
count? You are, or would be thought, men of 
reading, and knowledge, and enlarged: under~ 
ftandings ; ; weigh the’. mater Fairly ; ; and confi- 
der whether revealed religion be not,’ in this . 
refpe®, jut upon the fame footing, with every 
| other objea of your contemplation. Even- in 
mathematics, the {cience of demonftration itfelf, . 
: though you. see its fir principles, and 
learn t to digeft theidea of a point without, parts, 
a line ‘without breadth, and. a furface without 
“thick fs; ‘yet youwill And yourfelves at alofs tor 
| ‘comprehend the perpetual: approximation. of - 
lines, which can never meet ; the do&rine of 
incommenfurables, and. ofan infinity of infinites,, | 
PPR I a a ee st each. 


-| * See A View 6 of the Taternaf Evidence, Be. by Seame ; 
- Jonyns, 6 
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each infinitely greater, or Infinitely lefs, not 
‘enaly than any finite quantity, but than each 
other, In phyfics, you cannot comprehend the 
primary caufe of any thing; not of the light, by ~ 
which you fee; nor of the elafticity of the air, 
by which you héar; nor of the fire, by which 
you are warmed. In phyfiology, you cannot 
tell, what firft gave motion to the heart ; nor 
what continues ‘it; nor why its motion is lefs 
voluntary, than that of thé lungs ;- nor why you 
are able to move your arm, to the right or left, 
by a fimple volition : You cannot explain the 
taufe of animal heat ; nor comprehend the prin- 
‘ciple, By which your body was at fir formed; 
‘nor by which it is fuftained, nor by which it 
will bé reduced to earth. In natural religions | 
you éannot comprehend the eternity. or omnis 
prefence of the Deity; nor eafily underftand, , 
how his prefcience can be confiftent with your | 
freedom, or his immutability with his govern-_ 
‘ment of moral agents ; ‘nor whyhe did not make 
all his creatures equally perfea ; nor why I he did 
hot create them focner: Infhor t,you cannotleok: 
into any branch of knowledge, but you will — 
meet with. fubje&s above your comprehenfion. a8 


The fall and the redemption of human kind, are. Ve ; 


: hot more incomprehenfible, than thee 
Ka ' 


132 WATSON'’s APOLOGY 


and the confetvation of the univerfe ; the inf- 
nite Author’ of the works of providence, and 
of mature, is equally infcrutable, equally pat 
our finding out in them both. And. it is fome-: 
what remarkable, that the déepett enguirers into 
nature, have ever thought with moft reverence, 
and: {poken. with mot, diffidence, concerning . 
thofe things, which in. revealed religion may 
feem hard: to be underftood ; they have ever 
avoided that felf-fufficiency | of knowledge, 
which fprings from ignorance, produces indif- 
ference, and ends in. infidelity. -Admirable to 
i this. purpofe, is- the. refleion-of the greateft’ ma- 
thematician of. the prefent age, when he is com- — 
bating an opinion of Newton’s, by an hypothe- 
fis of his own, flill lefs defenfible than that. -which 
he oppotes . :—Tous les j jours que je vols de ces 
‘efprits-forts, qui critique. les yerités de notre 
religion, et sen mocquent memé avec la. plus: 
? impertinente fuffifance, je penfe, chetifs. mors 
tels ! combien et combien des chofes far lef 
quels vous raifonnez. fii legerement, | font’, ‘elles. 
: plus. fublimes, ct plus. -elevés, que celles fur lef- 
-quelles le grand: Newton prgite fi grofliere. 


* Ruler. 
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Piaro mentions a fet of men, who were very 
#gnorant, and thought themfelves fupremely 
wife; and who rejeéted the argument for the 
being of a God, derived from the harmony and 
order of the univerfe, as old and trite ;.¥ there 
have been men, it feems, i in all ages, who in af- 
feéting fingularity, have overlooked truth: An 
argument, however, is not the worfe for being 
old; and furely it would have been a more juit 
mode of reafoning, if- y: ou. had examined the “EX 

ternal evidence for the truth of Chriftianity, 
weighed the old arguments from miracles, and 
from prophecies, before you had rejeéted the 
- whole account from the difficulties you met with 
init. You would laugh at an Indian, who. in 
peeping into a hiftory of England, and meeting 
with the mention of the Thames being frozen, or 
of a fhower of hail, or of fhow, fhould throw 
the book afide, as unworthy of his further no- 
tice, from his want of ability to comprehend 
_thefe phenomena. 
In confidering the argument. from miracles, 
“you | will foon be convinced, that it is poffible | 
for, God to work miracles ; ; and you will be. 
convinced, that it ig as poffible for human tefti-. 
? Kg... mony 
+. De Leg. Lib, x. we 
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mony to eftablifh the truth of miraculous, as of 
phyfical. or hiftorical events ¢ but before you, 
ean be convinced, that the sid acta in queftion. 


are fupported by fuch teftimony as deferves to. 


be credited, you muft enquire at what period, 
arid by what pérfons, the books of the old and, 


new ‘Téftament were compofed ; if you reje 


the account, without: making t this examination, | 
ees reje€t it from prejudice, not from réafon. 
~ Tere is, however, a fhort method of exam 


ining» this. argument, which may, perhaps, make. 


as great an impreffion on your minds, as: any. 


other. Three men of diftinguifhed abilities, 
‘Folt « up at. different times, and attacked ‘Chrif- 
tianity with every objeétion which their malice 


fuggeft, or their tearning could devife ; 


be it neither Celfus in the fecond century, MOT 


Porphyry ir in the third, nor the emperor Julian, 
himfelf in ‘the fourth century, ever queftioned, 


ae the reality of the miracles related i in the. Gofpels. 


is Do but you grant. us, what thefe men (who, were. 
‘more likely to. know the truth of the matter, 


ee than you can be) granted to their adverfaties, 


: and we will very readily let you make the moft 
hi of the Magic, to. which, as the. lat wretched, 
ga ae were forced to attribute hem rae « 


She 


- 


w ; re 


is 
Aa 
we 
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can find you men, in our days, who from the 
smixture of two colourlefs liquors, will produce 
yyoua third as red as: blood, or of any other co- | 
jour you defire ; ef diffo citius, by a drop re-_ 
-fembling water, wilbreftore the tranfparency ; 
~ they will make two fluids coalefce into a folid 
body ; and from the mixture of liquors colder 
than ice, will inftantly raife youa horrid explo- — 
ion andatremendous flame: Thefe, and twenty 
~ other tricks, they will penform, without having 
- Heen fent with our Saviour to Egypt to learn 
“gnagic ; nay, with a bottle or two of oil, they 
-will compofe the undulations of a lake ; and by 
a little art, they will reftore the fun@ions of life 
9to a man, who has been an hour or two under 
qater, or a-day or two buried in the fhow: But 
in wain will thefe men, or the greateft Magician 
 thatEgypteverfaw, fay to aboifterous fea, Peace, 
- he ftill 5 in vain will they fay to a-carcafe rottin g 
-4n the grave, Come forth; the winds and the fea 
-avill-not obey them, and the putrid carcafe will 
jnothear:'them, ‘You need not fuffer yourfelves 
. to be deprived of the weight of this argument, 
from its having been obferved, that the: fe athers 
have acknowledged the fupernatural part of Pa- 
¥ ganifin > fince the Fathers were in no ‘condition .. 
K 4, tog 
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to dete& a cheat, which was fupported bel i 

the difpofition of the people, and the power of 
the civil magiftate; * and they were from that, 
inability, forced to attribute to infernalagency, 

what was too cunningly contrived to be deteét- 

ed, and contrived for too impious a purpofe, 
-to be credited as the work of God. . «| | 

_ Wir refpe& to prophecy, you may, pex~ 
haps, haye accuftomed yourfelves to confider 
it,. as originating in. Afiatic enthufiafin, in 
Chaldean myftery, or in the fubjle. ftratagem of 
P interelted priefts ; and have. given yourfelves RO 
more trouble | concerning the prediftions of % 
facred, than concerning the oracles of Pa- 


2 gan. hiftory. - » Or if; you .have ever caft ia 


» glance © ‘upon | this. fubjea, - the diffenfions. of 
learned men concerning the proper. interpre- 
tation of the Revelation, and other. difficult 
‘ prophecies, may have: made you rafhly con~ 
- clude, that all prophecies. were, equally un 
intelligible ; 3; and more indebted for) their ac- 
-complithment, to a. fortunate concurrence of 


: events, and the. pliant ingenuity of. the ex- 


pofitor + than to the oe oe of the 
; SPS ieee —— 


» .. * See Ld, Eyttlet. Obf, _ on St. Paul, Pp: a - s 
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prophet. In all that the prophets of the Old 
Teftament have delivered, concerning the 
deftru&ion of particular Cities, and the defo- 
Jation of particular kingdoms, you may fee 
nothing but fhrewd conje@ures, which “any 
one acquainted with the hiftory of the, rife 
and fall of empires, might certainly have ade’ : 
And as you would not hold him for a pro- 
phet, who ‘fhould now affirm, that London or 
Paris would afford to future ages, a fpe@acle : 
jut as melancholy as that which we now 
: contemplate with a figh, in the ruins of Agri- 
- gentum or Palmyra ; fo you cannot perfuade 
_ yourfelves to believe, that the denunciations 
of the prophets againft the haughty cities 
of Tyre or Babylon, for inftance, proceeded 
from the infpiration of the Deity. “There is 
no doubt, that by fome’ fuch general kind of 


reafoning, many are’ inufluenced to pay no | 


attention to an argument, which, | ie properly 
confidered, carries with it the ‘Brongelt: con- 
‘vidtion. | ‘s ' Borah. 

Srinoza faid, That he send fave broken 


his athciftic fyftem to pieces, and embraced. 


without | repugnance the ordinary faith of 
€hriftians, if he could have perfuaded him- 
felf 


‘ vatha at 
jtic denunciation, have been minutely fulfilled, 
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" felf of the refurre€tion of Lazarus from the 


dead ; and a queftion not, that there are ma- 
by. difbelievers, who would relinquifh | their 
Deittic tenets, _ and receive. the gofpel, if they 
could, -perfuade_ themfelves, that God had 
ever fo far interfered in the moral go- 
mermment of the world, as to ilumine the 
mind: of any one man_ with, the knowledge 
of future events, A miracle ftrikes the fenfes 
of the, perfons who fee it, a prophecy ad~ 


dreffes. itfelf to the underftandings of thofe 


whe behold its completion ; and it requires 


an many cafes. fome learning, in all fome at- 
a tention, to- judge of the correfpondence of 


events. with the predidions concerning them. 


' LNo. one can be convinced, that what Jere- ‘ 
d miah and the other prophets. foretold -of the 
fate. of Babylon, that. it fhould be befieged by 
2 the 1 Medes ; me that Mu fhould be taken, when her 


: nighty men were drunken, when her fprings 


| were dried Mp 5. and that it fhould become 


-@: pool of water, arid fhould remain defolate 
_ forever; no. cone, I fay, can be convinced, 
v all thefe, and other ‘parts . of the prophe- 


without dpending fome time in reading. the 
ps Ser MGee accounts 
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- atcounts which profane hiftorians have deliver- 
ed down to us concerning its being taken by 
Cyrus; and which modern travellers have: gi- 
ven us of its prefent fituation. . 

_ Porpuyry was fo perfuaded of the coin- 
cidence between the prophecies of Daniel and 
the events, that he was forced to affirm, the 
prophecies were written, after the things pro- _ 
Phefied of had | happened 5 another ‘Porphyry 
has, in our days, been fo aftonifhed at the 
torrefpondence between the prophecy concern- 
“ing: the deftru€tion of Jerufalem, as related by St. 
“Matthew, and the hiftory of that event, as. 
recorded by Jofephus ; that rather than em- 
‘brace Chriftianity, | he has ventured (contrary 
‘to the faith of all ecclefiaftical ok ane the 
‘opinion of the learned of all ages, ~and all 
the rules of good criticifm) to. affert, that 
St. Matthew wrote his gofpel after Jerufalem 
had been ‘taken and deftroyed | by the Ra- 
mans. You may from thefe inftances per- 


ceive the ftrength of ‘the argument from ~ 


| prophecy 5 it has not been able indeed to van- 
quifh the prejudices of either the ancient or 
the modern Porphyry; but it has been able to 
sn them both, to be ‘guilty of | obvious 

falfehoods, 
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falfehoods, which have nothing but impudent 
aflertions to fupport CHM. ge opps i 
Some over-zealous interpreters. of feripturg 
have found prophefies in fimple narrations, 
extended real predi€tions beyond the times 
and _circumftances to which they naturally 
were applied, and perplexed their readers with 
a thoufand | quaint allufions. and allegorical : 
conceits ; this proceeding has ‘made men of 
fenfe pay lefs regard to prophecy | in general ; 
- thereare fome prediGtions, however, | fuch: as thofe 
-goncerning the prefent fate of the Jewith. peo- 
ple, and the corruption of Chriftianity, which 
are now fulfilling i in the world ; and which, 


Uf you will take the trouble to examine ‘them, 

you | will find of fuch an ‘extraordinary nature, 
_that you will nat perhaps. hefitate to” refer. 
them: to. God as their author ; and if you once 
become -perfuaded of the truth of any one 
_ miracle, or of the. completion | of any one 
prophecy, yeu will refolve all your difficul- 
“fies” (concerning the manner of God's in- 
terpofition, in the moral -goyerhment ‘of our 
{pecies, and the nature of the do€irines con- 
tained in revelation) into your own inability 
fully to comprehend the whole Acheme: of di- 
-yine providence, ae 


: Wa 
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We are told, however, that the ftrangenefs 
of the narration, and the difficulty of the doc=— 
trines contained in the New Teftament, are 
not the only circumftances which induce you 
to. _rejeet it ; you have difcovered, you think, 
fo many contradiétions, in the accounts which 
the Evangelifts have given of the life of Chrift, 
that you are. compelled to confider the whole 
as an ill-digefled and improbable fory. You | 
would not reafon thus upon any other oc- 

cafion ; you w ‘ould not reje€ as fabulous the 
accounts given by Livy and Polybius of Han- 
nibal and the Carthaginians, though you fhould 
difcover a difference betwixt them: in feveral 
points of little importance, You tance com: 
pare the hiftory of the fame events as deli- 
vered by any two hiftorians, but you will 
meet with many circumftances ; which, though 


mentioned by one, are either wholly omitted 


or. differently related by the other ; and this 
“ebferv ation. is peculiarly applicable to biogra- 
phical writings : But no one ever thought of 
difbelieving. the leading circumftances of the > 
lives of Vitellius. or Vefpafian, becaufe Ta- 
citus and. Suetonius did not in every thing 
correfpond in their accounts of thefe _empe- 

rors ; 


as 
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rors ; and ifthe memoirs of the life and doé- 
trines of M. de Voltaire himfelf were, forme twens 
ty orthirty years after his death, to be delivered 
to the world by four of his ‘moft intimate 
acquaintance ; “YT do not apprehend that we 
fhould difcredit the whole account of fuch 


aa extraordinary man, by reafon of fome flight 


inconfiftences “and contradi@ions, which the | 
avowed enemies of his name might chance to 
difcover in the feveral narrations. Though 
we fhould — grant you, then, that the Evan: 
gelifts: had fallen into fome trivial contradic= 
tions, in what they have related ‘concerning 
the life of Chrift; yet you ‘ought not to draw — 
any other inference from our conceffion, than 


that they had not plotted together, as cheats | 
would have done, in order to give an unex- 
ceptionable” -confiftency to their fraud. We 


are not, however, difpofed to’ make you: any 
fuch conceffion ; 5 we will rather thew you the 
futility of your general argument, by touching 
upon a few of the places, which you think 


: are. molt liable to your cenfure. 


‘You ‘obferve, that neither Luke, nor r Mark, 
nor John, have mentioned the cruelty of He- | 


rod in murdering the infants of Bethlehem s 
and 


for CHRISTIANITY: a 
and that fio account is to be found of this 
tiatter iri Jofephus, who wrote the life of 
Herod ; and, therefore, the fa& retorded by 
Matthew ig not frie +-The concutrent tefti- 
mony. of many independent writers concern- 
ing a matter of fa ungiteftionably adds to its 
probability ; but if nothing is to be received 
as true, upon the teflimony of 4 fingle aw- 
thor; we muft give up fomé of the beft wri- 
ters, and difbeliéve fomé of thé moft inte= 
fefting fas of ancient hiftory. 

Accorpinc to Matthew, Mark, anid Lake; 
there was only an interval of three months, 
you fay, between the baptifm and crucifixion 
of Jelus ; from which time taking: away the 
. forty” days of the temptation, there will- on-= 
ly remain about fix weeks for the whole pe-_ 
¥iod “of his public miniftry ; which lafted. 
however,. according to St. John, at the Tealt 
above three years.- —Your obje@ion fairly. 
fated ftands thus. Matthew, Mark, and Lukes 
in writing the hiftory of Jefus Chrift, men- 
tion the feveral events of his life, as fol- 
lowing one another in continued - fucceffion, 
without taking | notice OF the times in which 
they happened ; ; but is it’a juft conclufion 

" sees Soe 
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from their filence, to infer that there really: 
were no intervals of time between the. tranf 
ations which they feem to have connefted? 
Many inftances might be produced from. ie 
moft admired biographers of antiquity, i 

which events are related, as immediately con- 
fequent. to each other, which did not hap- 
pen but at JENs diftant. periods : We have an 
obvious example of this manner of writing 
in. St. Matthew ; who conneéts the preaching 
of John the Baptift with the return of Jo- 
feph from Egypt, though - we are certain, that 
the latter event. pircedes the former by a great 


Pe many years: 


_Joun has . faid eae ae ie inflitution of 
¢ the Lord’s fupper 5 the other Evangelifts have 
faid nothing. of the wwafhing of the difciples® 
fee What then ? are you not afhamed to 
produce thefe fats, as ‘inftances of contras 
- diGions? if omiffions are Contraditions, look 


3 into the hiftory of the age of Louis the fourteenth, 
ar into the general hiftory of M. de Voltaire, and 
you will ‘meet with a great abundance of con-~ 
traditions. ATS : . 
ee Joux, in “mentioning the difcourfe whiéh 
Jefus had with his mother. and his beloved 
. difciple, at the time of his crucifixion, fays, 
nat 
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that fhe, with Mary Magdalene, ftood near 
the crofs3 Matthew, on the other hand, fays, 
that Mary Magdalene and the other women 
were there, beholding afar off: This you 
think a manifeft contradi@ion; and fcofiing- 
ly enquire, whether the women and the be- 
loved difciple, which were near the crofs, 
could be the fame with thofe who ftood far 
from the crofs ?—It is difficult not to tranf- 
grefs the bounds of moderation and good 
-manners, in anfwering fuch fophiftry ; what ! 
have you to learn, that though the Evangel- 
ifts fpeak of the crucifixion, as of one event, 
it was not accomplifhed in one inftant, but 


lafted’ feveral hours? And why the women,. 


who were at a diftance from the crofs, might 
not, during its continuance, draw near the 


crofs-; or from being near’ the crofs, might 


‘Mot move from the crofs, is more than you 


can explain to either us, or yourfelves, And — 


we take from you your only refuge, by de- 
nying exprefsly, that the different Evangelitts, 
in their mention of the women, fpeak of the 


fame point of time. — 


Tue Evangelifts, you affirm, are fallen in. 
to grofs contradi&ions, in their accounts of 


Lee: ! . the 
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the appearances, by which Jefus manifefted 
himfelf to his difciples, after his refurre&tion 


from the dead; for Matthew fpeaks of two, 
Mark of three, Luke of two, and John of 


four. That contradiory propofitions cannot 


be true, is readily granted; and if you will 
produce the place, in which Matthew fays, 
that Jefus Chrift’ appeared twice and no often- — 
er, it will be further. “granted, that he i is con- _ 
tradiéted by John, in avery material part of his _ 
narration ; but till you do that, you muft 
excufe me, if i cannot grant that the Evan- 
gelifts have contradiéted eaéh other in this 
point ; for to common underftandings it is 
pretty ‘evident, that if Chrift appeared four 
times, according to John’ s account, he muft 
have appeared twice, according to that of . 
Matthew and Luke, and thrice, according to 


ee that ‘of Mark. 


Tue “Wtierent Evangelifis a are not only accu-. 


a fed. of contradiéting each other, but Luke is 


ue faid to have contradiéted himfelf ; for in his 
Gofpel he tells us, that Jefus afcended into hea- 


es ven from Bethany ; ; andin the As of the Apof- 


“tes, of which he is the reputed author, he in- - 
forms uss ‘that he afcended from Mount Olivet. 
. Your 
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Your objection ‘proceeds either from your 
ignorance of geography, or your ill-will to Chrif- 


tianity ; and upon either fuppofition deferyes 


our contempt : Be pleafed, however, to remem- 
ber for the future, that Bethany was not only 
the name of a town, but of a diftri&t of Mount 
Olivet adjoining to the town. 

From this f{pecimen of the contraditions, 
afcribed to the hiftorians of the life of Chrift, 
you may judge for yourfelv ES, what little reafon 
there is to reject Chriftianity upon their ac 
count ; and how fadly you will be impofed upon, 

(in a matter of more confequence to you than — 
any other) if you take every thing for a contra- 
diétion, which the uncandid adverfaries of Chrif- 
tianity think proper to call one. 

Brrore I put an end to this addrefs, T can- 
not help taking notice of an argument, by which 
fome philofophers have of late endeavoured to, 
overturn the whole fyftem of revelation : “And 
_ itis the more neceffary to give an anfwer to their : 
objection, as it 1s become a common fubjeét of 
philofophical converfation, efpecially among 
thofe who have vifited the continent. The ob~ 
je@ion tends to invalidate, as is fappofed, the © 
| Le) | authartiy 
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authority of Mofes ; 3 by fhewing, that the earth 

is much older, ‘than it can be proved to be from 

his account of the creation, and the fcripture 
chronology. We contend, that fix thoufand 

years havenot yet elapfed fincethe creation; and 

thefe philofophers contend, that they have indu-- 
bitable proof of the earth’s being at theleaft four- 

teen thoufand yeats old ; and they complain, 
that Mofes hangs as a dead weight oP them, | 
and blunts all their zeal for enquiry.” 

A Pipe Canonico: Recupero, who it feems is 
engaged in writing the hiftory of Mount Etna, 
has difcovered a ftratum of lava, which flowed 
from that mountain, according to his opinion, in 
the time of the fecond Punic wart, or about 
two thoufand years ago; this ftratum is not yet 
covered with foil, ‘fufficient for the produion Pe 


ee either corn Or vines ; it requires then, fays, 


ue the Canon, two thoufand years, at leaft, to con- 
vert, a: ftratum ef lava into a fertile field. In 
Re finking a. pit near Fact, inthe neighbourhood of 
: Etna, they have difcovered evident marks of 


ae feven diftin lavas, one under the other ; the 


furfaces of which are parallel, and moft of them » 
bs ea covered — 


| Brydone’s Travels, 


ee ; ke 
| : : 
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covered with a thick bed of rich earth ; now 
the eruption which formed the loweft of thefe 
lavas (if I may be allowed to reafon, fays the 
Canon, from analogy) flowed from the moun- — 
tain at leaft fourteen thoufand years ago.—It 
might be briefly anfwered to this objeftion, by 
denying, that there. is any thing in the hiftory of 
Mofes repugnant to this opinion concerning the 
- great antiquity of the earth; for though the rife 
and progrefs of arts and Iciences, and the {mall 
multiplication of the human fpecies, render it 
almoft to a demonftration probable, that man 
has not exifted longer upon the furface of this 
earth, than according to the Mofaic account ; 
yet, that the earth itfelf was then created out of 
nothing, when man was placed upon it, is nots 


according to the fentiments of fome philofo- si 


phers, to be proved from the original text of fa- 


cred {cripture ; we might, I faye reply with Bes: 


shefe philofophers, to this formidable objeétion — 
of the Canon, by granting it in its full extent 3 
we are under no neceflity, however, of adopting ~ 
their opinion, in order to fhew the weaknefs of 
the Canon’s reafoning. For, inthe fir place, 
the Canon has not fatisfa€torily eftablithed his 


main fact, that the java in queftion i is the iden= : 
tical 
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tical lava, wlhrich Diodorus Siculus mentiong 
to have flowed from Etna, in the fecond Cartha- 
ginian war ; and in the fecond place, it may be 
obferved, that the time ‘neceffary for convert- 
‘ing lavas into fertile fields, muft be very differ- 


ent, according to the different confiftencies of the 


lavas, and their different fituations, with refpeétto 
élevation or depreffion ; to their being expofed 
to winds, rains, and to other circumftances ; jut 
as the time in which the,heaps of i iron flag (which 
refembles lava) are covered with verdure, is dif- 
ferent at different furnaces, according to the na- 
ture of the flex, and fituation of the furnace; and 
fomething of this kind is deducible from the ac- 


count of the Canon himfelf; fince the crevices of 


this famous ftratum are really full of rich good 
foil, 


and | have pretty large trees growing in them. 
- Bor if all. this fhould be thought not fufficient 
tor remove the objeétion, I will produce the Ca- 


“non an analogy i in oppofition to his analogy, and 
which is grounded on more certain fats. Etna 
and Vefuvius refemble each other, in the. caufes 


which produce their eruptions, in the ey 


of their lavas, and in the time neceffary to mele 


| low them into foil fit for vegetation ; or if there 


be any flight difference in this refpeét, it is pro-. 
athe ea! 


i 
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bably not greater than what fubfifts — 
different lavas of the fame mountain. “This be- 
ing admitted, which no philofopher will. deny; 
the Canon’s analogy will prove jutt nothing at 
all, if we can produce.an inftance of feven dif-: 
ferent lavas (with interjacent ftrata of vegetable 
earth) which have flowed from Mount Vefuvius;: 
within the fpace, not of fourteen thoufand, but 
of fomewhat lefs than feventcen hundred years 3. 
for-then, according to our analogy, a ftratum of 
lava may be covered with vegetable foil in 
about two hundred and fifty years, inflead of 
requiring two thoufand for the purpofe. - The 
éruption of Vefuvius, which deftroyed Hercu-— 
laneum and Pompeii, is rendered ftill more fa=- 
mous by the death or Pliny, recorded by his 
nephew, in his letter to Tacitts ; this event hap-— 
pehed in the year 79 3 it is riot yet then quite 
feventeen hundred years, fince Herculaneum 
was fwallowed up: But weare informed by uf 
quicftionablé authority, that “ the matter which 
covers the ancient town of Herculaneum, 1 is not © 
the produce of one eruption only ; for there are 
evident marks, that the matter of fix eruptions, 
has taken its courfe over that which lies imme-. 
diately above the town, and was the caufe of its © 
; deftru€tion, 
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deftruGtion. Thefe flrataare either of lava or 

burnt matter, with veins of good forl betwixt them.”* 
—I will not add another word upon this fubje&s 
except that the bifiop of thé diocefe was not’ 
much out in his advice to Canonico Recupero— 
to take care not to make his mountain older 
than Mofes ; though it would have been full as 
well to have fhut his mouth with a’reafon; as to 
have ftopped it with the dread of an ec clefiafti-’ 
cal cenfure. 

You perceive, with what eafe a site atten= 
gion will remove a great’ difficulty ; but had we’ 
been able to. fay nothing.in explanation of this” 
phenomenon, we fhould- not have a€teda very 4 
rational part, in making our ignorance the foun= 
dation of our infidelity, or fuffering a minute: 


=r to. rob us of our religion. 
_obje€tions to revelation may be nu- 
mi you may | find fault with the account. 
i whicl “Mofes has given of the creation, and the 
fall; _you may not be able to get water enough 
fora an univerfal deluge ; nor room enough in 


€ the ark of Noah, for all. the different kinds of. : 


aérial 


gee Sir William Hamilton’ $ Remarks’ upon ie ee mes 


of the Soil-of Naples and its Nese in the spe bye 
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aérial and terreftrial animals ; you may be dif- 
Afatisfied with the command for facrificing of 
Ifaac, for plundering the Egyptians, and for ex- 
tirpating the Canaanites ; you may find fault 
with the Jewifh ceconomy, for its ceremonics, 
its facrifices, and its multiplicity of priefts ; you 
may objeét to the imprecations in the pfalms, and 
think the immoralities of David a fit fubje& for 
dramatic ridicule; * you may look upon the par- 
tial promulgation of Chriftianity, as an infuper- 
‘able obje@tion to its truth ; and waywardly 
= “rejeat the goodne{s of God toward yourfelves, 
becaufe you do not comprehend, how you have 
deferved it more than. others; you may. know 
nothing of the entrance of fin and death into the 
world, by one man’s tranfgreffion ; nor be able 
to comprehend the do&trine of the crofs, and of 
redemption by Jefus Chrift ; in fhort, cs veil 
minds are fo difpofed, you may find food foryour 
{cepticifm in every page of the Bible, as well as 
in every appearance of nature ; and it is not 
in the power of any perfon, but yourfelves, to. 
“clear up fs doubts 5 you muft read and you 

Me K mutt | 


* See Sail et David Hakan, | fag 


ie Wihated er cenfure the author of this compofition may. de- 
ferve for his intention, the work itfelf deferves none ; its 
ridicule is too grofs to miflead even the ignorant. 
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muft think for yourfelves ; and you muft do’ 
both with temper, with candour, and with care. 
Infidelity 1 is a rank weed ; it is nurtured by our 
vices, and cannot be plucked up.as eafily. as it 
may be planted: Your difficulties with refpeét 
to revelation, may have firft arifen, from your 
own reflexion on the religious indifference of — 
thofe, whom from. your earlieft infancy you 
have been accuftomed to revere, and imitate 3 
domeftic irreligion may have made you wils 
ling hearers of libertine. converfation ; ; and the 
uniform prejudices of the world may have | 
7} finifhed_ the bufinefs, at a. very carly age; and 
“Teft you towander. through life, without a prin- 


c ped to dire& your conduft, and to die without 
We are ae from ee ANG to ane : 


ri , to prove. ue tak to bold it Fatt 
_unlefs you find it good. Till you are difpofed . 
tou ; dertake this - tafk, it becomes you to con- 
. fider with great f ferioufnefs and attention, whe-. 


er it can be your intereft toefteema few. 

} itty. farcafins, « or metaphyfical fubtleties, or ige 
ces norant mifreprefentations, or unwarranted affer- 
we tions, as unanfwerable ar guments againit teve- 
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lation ; and Rey flight reflexion will con- 
vince you, that it will certainly be for your 
reputation, to employ the flippancy of your rhe- 
toric, and the poignancy of your ridicule, upon 


any fubje@,- ‘rather than upon the fubjeét of 


Religion. 

I Taxe miy leave with recommending to your 
notice, the advice which Mr. Locke gave to a 
young man, who was defirous of becoming ac- 
quainted with the do@rines of the Chriftian 


“religion. ‘* Study the holy fcripture,efpecially - 


- the New Teftament : Therein are contained the 
- words of eternal life. It has God for its author 5 
Salvation for its end; and Truth, without any 


mixture of OY for its matter." 
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